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et N tion d, p. 41. tho it lies upon 
be Deiſts to produce bim, if 


They dare pitch upon him as an 
| Inſtance, to which they are fairly invited: But 
herein only ſhew their Modeſty ; they are baſh- 
ful in the Face of an Argument, but where a 
Jeſt; a Grin, or 8 Laugh Will carry it off, they are 
unmerciful, and triumph c/amorouſly. T hey have 


ore I nam d him, and provok'd them, (but I can- 


ore of 1 Readers, who may not know the 
tory, I will here give this ſhort Account of him. 
—— ; RR eee 


brought upon the Stage 1 Competitor % our 
Blefled Saviour, equal ſo their Apollonius.T here- 


Ist) ro bring it to a Tryal. For the ſake there- 
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count we haves FApol 
$ Philoſtratus, who lid d an Hundred Tears 47 
ter the Time in which this 15 is ſaid 


: Companion of Apollonius s. How came Philo. 
fſtratus ) this Book? He ſays, that an Ac. 
5 quaintance of Damis's brought the Empreſs 
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The PREFACE. 


1 rt 1 my let it be obſeri/d, That what Ac- 
lonius Tyanzus, is from 


7 have flouriſb d. 
j hence had Philofiratns this? He ſo: 
from the Book of one Damis; who had en a 


Julia to the Knowledge of his Commenta- 


ties, which till then had not been publiſh'd. 
. give it you in the Words of Mr. Blount' 
5 Tranſlation.) Aud that the Empreſs command. 
ee Philoſtratus Fo ttanſeribe thoſe Commenta- 
ries, and beſtow Tome.pains on the Relations 


contain di in them.” What Pains.was this On. 
to tranſcribe 2 No, That was ſmall Pains, ani 
not fit to be import, 7] an [0 great an Orator as 


Phi joſtratus, it was the Office of. 4 Clerk. But, 


A fel ms, "this. Book. of. Damis's was ſo poorly 
_ 4e70te,. 45 not Ft tobe Expos to view; at lea. 
5 Empte ty hs, A .Philoſtratus, tells us, 
Vas much addicted ro the Mundy of. Rhetorick. 
Fot, .(/ays he) DamisHhe | Given a; plain but un. 
elegant Deſcription of them, 7. e. of the At; 


of Apotlonins, Therefore the Pains that Philo 


ſtratus goht, e, Us, Was pop the Relations 

of &pollonius That : Wweremn TH e Commentarics 

E Dainis, . 414 to jt them for the Ear of as 

—_ who lov heise, at, roman- 
avs US fine. Storigs, _ To Fat er { 

| 70 a the, k Weine e 0 

„ ˙· on de Dam 


TePREFACE. * 


Banne. But this wie are ſure of, That we 
have them only as they dere ne dreſs d, and. 
vampt % an . to e the Fancy o 4 
Rhetorical Dae 15.55 
But, which. is mo: ” Philoſtratus does pou X 
pretend, that he confin'd. himſelf. to the Com- 
mentaries of Damis. For he tells us, (ibid. 
ing thefe Books of bis, 
gather'd together. the diſperſed Relari. : 
ons of TN Minds into one Volume. And 
names another © Author, one Mceragenes, who 


12 1. c..) That in compoſ 
he had g 


had wrote four Books concerning Apollonius. 


Bur he ſays, that there is no Credit to be 
; given'to them. Why. 2 Becauſe, ({ays he) Moe- £ 


ragenes, in his Books, ſeemeth to be altogether 


ignorant of his (Apolloniuss) Actions. It fend 
= were not fo romantick, ache Commenta- 
ſo leſs-fit for an Entertain- 

— 8 to the Ervprels: But they do not ſeem t 


tes of Damis, 


be the le true fh hat. And Philoſtratus gives 


no other Reaſon 
for his Purpoſe, whichwas,'to compoſe foething 
new andarprizing, to'gratifie the Empreſs. 


Let me obſerve here, Fhat this was an Age A 
wherein the Meleſiaca, or fcign'd Romantick 


Stories were much in uogur: Such as Heliodo- 
rus. his Ethiopieks The Amours of 


Pldeavolir not fo be out of theFaſhion, - 


rd mdved;,"; 
mance; to have appear #like um thing. of 


If be had been to compose 
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e They werence 


Clitophon 
ad Leucippe, &. Andit ir very probable;that 
Phiſoftrarns living, as he tells; at Court, Wout 4 


ea e. : 
Erath,  - 


be” thu not hure inrrodur d it en le Au. 
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thority, and more precarious 4 Foundation 
than this which he has Corp yy 1 Hero 
Apollonius. 

So extreamly light, that ſome very Wide 
Men have, not without Reaſon, doubted. whe- 
ther ever there Was fuch a Man as this pol. 
lonius. 

It is true that Origen (Contr. Celſ ) Goes 
mention him. But ſo he did likewiſe the Recog: 
_ nition of 97, Clement, (Tom. 3. Comment. 
in Genel. in Philocal. c. 23.) which now. are 
talen for granted to have been wrote only in his 
Name. And it is no ſtrange thing, that ſome 
wiſe and learned Men may be mas 4 upon, in 

Matters of this Nature. | 

But neither wiſe nor fooliſh, that have E yes 
in their Heads, can be Impos'd upon in the four 
Marks hereafter given p. 5. whereby to aſcer- 
Fain the Truth of any Matter of Fact. And 
the Deiſts not daring to bring the Matter of Fact 
of Apollonius te the Teſt of thefe Rules: All 
that they can poſſibly infer from their Legends, 
is, That perhaps they may be truc. Whereas, 
they muſt acknowledge, unleſs they will deny the 
Certainty of all their Senſes, That the Matters 
f Fact off Moſes, and of Chriſt, are certainly, 
undubitably, and infallibly true. 

And there is almoſt the ſame . That 
thoſe of Apollonius muſt be falſe. Becauſe, as 
Men rome be x 'd upon in ſuch notorious 
Matters 0 It is next tothe ſume Impoſſi. 
dility, 525 730 ſhould forget them; at leaſt, 
1 ſoon as Were La a which are told of Apol- 


lonius. 


The PR EF AC B. vij 


tonius: For e his „ eine the City of 
Epheſus from the Plague. His vaniſhing ont 
of the Preſence / Domitian, and his Court, 
when he was arraign'd before him. And his 


familiar Converſe with many other Kings, and 


Wonders done before them; andthe mighty Eſti- 
mation, even to Adoration, which he is there. 


by ſaid to have obtain d all over the World. 
Now is it 


ra hundred Tears after 
ſaid to be done? Inſomuch 
that Philoſtratus complains, i in the Introduction 


to hi Legend, (l. 1. c: 1.) That whereas Pytha- 
goras, and other ancient Philoſophers, who had 


liv'd-many Ages before, were ſtill remember 4 


with: great Veneration, gt that Apollonius, 

nearer to Divine 
Wiſdom than Pythagoras himſelf, is not yet 
known among Men---- tho he lived neither | 


who," as he ſuys, Ca 


very long ago, nor yet very lately,  * 
Mas it pollible, that the Death of ſo famous 


@ Perſon ſhould not have been greatly notic'd 

And. his Sepulchre honour d and viſited ? Jet 
Philoſtratus tells there was no Certainty of the 
Place chere he died: That ſdme ſaid it was - 
ſome at Rhodes; and ſome at 
Crete. And that his Sepulchre'cou'd no where 
be found. o help this, ſome beftow'd an Apo- ; 
theoſis 2 him. And would have it, That he 
was taken up into Heaven. But did any body 
ſer it? No, That is not ſo much as alledged. 
Nor could Philoſtratus believe it, who ſaid Fhat ; 


at Epheſus; 


A 4 be 


poſſible, That all this coud be - 
fo totally forgot, as that 0 Mention at all 
ſbou d be made of it 
theſe things were 
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53 he has Ky 45 4 war re fd out hit. 


| ' Maeragencs. And if e in bei 


gat no, to. fam up we let us ſuppoſe 


3 Apollonius 4% ſich things, What then? What 


1 againſt them (ibo auhat be 1 ſaid 


"ſe Miracles s This word: no un 


le, e e pretend that ſhe was Le 
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1 3K b&qu „ D uni ver Airs . Fg as. 
R preſented. hum, cou Moc- 
tagenes habe terote his Life, and be altogether 
ignorant of bis ARions; 4fPhiloſtratus: has 
cuſed him Mferagenes warote. vefore Philo- 
Aftratys'; and tiefere had better Reuſon to 
know... Andi Phiteltratus had trauſmiited to 
1 the Commentarics'of -Mocragenes,' as. well 


as. what: Helps hetuok- aut of theſe of Damis, 
of father d uon him \ We Fo 6 Doubt, 


have bud more moderate Account of Apol- 
lonius; unge Bhiloſtratus does confeſs, that for: 
lat. enly. Reaſon he had rejected ile 8 
e, 
he wrote, he was under a Weceſſt y of fabi 


- confirms tbem . 2 they gave 
the, Lie /o.notoriouſy- o his new Roniance e 9 


Apollon, nee 


HF IF: * 


be utmoſt, that ail. the ſaid. Romane were: 
true, ght dd bis amount to? Ou thet. 


2 eee Jo virtuqus's Perſon, as that God 


IS ave: Seen the Power. to wort 
4. Hurt 


the Argument that 1s Vene braug hi againſt the 
+. Deiſts? *"Becanſe:Apollonius' er u n new Re. 


. 


"Revelation from Heaven, 1 


The, 1 


5 wr hoſe. were tree. ar pretende „ 


S# 


cles: M het her Apollonius ] an LN 


Man, er 4 Magician: Or whether ever there . 2 
r | war ſuch 4 Man or not For he left n l 5 ; 
ar Goſpel behind him, te be receiv d upon the oY | 


Creuit 7 thoſe Miracles which he. 7s faid +l 85 4 
0 haverwrought. And therefore, if 
ib, it is no Prejudice to the ruth; einher of. 
de Law or the Goſpel, So that this who . 
„ MW Patalich. erwirkt Af nin and Chriſt; * d 
BN a/fagethber: impertinent, and ſbeus, af on „ "HE 
le Impotence 14s. well as Malice * rhe *. 3 
e NR 
© 2, This brinte « me fro rom Apolioh ius, if 5 his. . 5 
neu Edi ROO anno ur, Charles Blount. F 5 
Ind my to account for \whas 3 3 
Lade ſc ad uf bin, p- 41. I have been told; Er 
(fence tbe firſt Edition of this) That it had” 4 1 
aiſopue'd ſome Friends (far from my a, 6 
p for Relation or Acquaintance hd Re. . = 
gard'to the Perſon of Mr. Blount thi nor W 
his. Principles; and think that I 2 ts 4 hing f 20 0 85 
E coarſly,. he being 4 Gentleman? 3 2 2 
But when it is conſider 4, hot he 5 0 
treated. our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour; Jie the. — 
Soldiers h b bc d the Knee Hin, and 2 4 
ſpit n hit Face; Ibo cry d Hail, King of . 8 
Jews! | e mock him the more outragiouſſy. 3 
That nat unly in his Comments pon this. 54 _ 
Hiſtory. af Apollonius, but in hit Great Diana, ©. 3 


2 


A 


% 
Po 


x Te PRE FACE. 
poſe and. ridicule the Birth, Paſſion, Reſur- 


rection, Aſcenſion, and all that rs ſaid of our 


Chriſt and God in the Holy Goſpel, and all 
Revealed Religion; of. which I coud give 
Inſtances out of Number, but they are not jit 
to be heard by chriſtian. Ears; and it wou d 
gratifie the Deiſts but: to have them nam d. 
Again conſidering, that his molt pernicious 
Books (many of which were well night loſt) 
are of late, carefully collected and af 


(io the Scandal of a chriſtian Country) and dil- 


perſed, 0 poiſon the Nation; I ſay, all this 


being dul conſidered, I have no Apology to | 


make, for calling this Man execrable: Nor 
can I retract or compound it, ſeeing it is come 


to this, that either his blaſphemous Works, 


(who ſet himſelf at the Head of the Deiſts, 
and after whom they nom copy) or elſe the 
Goſpel of our Lord Pier Chriſt, muſt remain 
exccrable. A 

Nor would 1 give e Nvrthe: to the 
greateſt King upon Earth, who ſhou'd do the 

lame : But, _ er the Example our holy A- 
poſtle, I would ſay, I do ſay, let him, or an 
Poa from Heaven, who ny thus be, 
oe accurſed. - 


V Mr. Blount had ned 4 andy with the 
* gument, and oppos d what he cou d, in 


chat Method; I wou'd have thought him 
worthy of civil Treatment ; as I will any o. 
ther of the Deiſts, who ſhall anſwer the Rea- 

ſons I have here ſet down. And if he can 


Werten ther, a6 give me better 5 his 
ide, 


8 
„ 


— 
- — 
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The PR E F A CE. x} 
Side, I confeſs I ſhall then be tempted to turn 
Intidel wth him. And to this I invite them, 
I provoke them. But i the will. not (as 
there is little Appearance that they-will) then, 
let them 'never more value themſelves as Men 
of Senſe, at leaſt, let none others do ſo, 

while they refuſe to be determin d by Reaſon. 

But if inſtead of Reaſon, they have Re- 
courſe, like Mr. Blount, to their old Topick 
of Buffoonry, and ſbeu their Parts in witty 


Satire and ſcorn, and laugh out Prieſt- 
Crafter an Hour together; let them en- 


joy the Fruit of their Labours, and what they 


juſtly deſerve, to be the Admiration of Fools, 


aud Contempt of all wiſe and good Men. 


Aud ſo I leave them. 


THE 


_ Brief Account of Apollonius Tyanzus. 
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I. IH E Pretence of the. Deiſts ag gainſt al Revela- 
I den: With the Short Method fro 05d, to 
1 prog e ruth of the Chriſtian Religion. Page. 1. 
i That the © whole of this Cauſe does depend upon the 
3 Truth 5 Ftinſe Matters of Fatt, which are ſaid to be 
„ 4 Oles and hrt. p. 4+ 

„ 5 i. The Method taken to prove. "UNE ge; Ibid. 


FR "Tis Four Rules, whereby to eren Truth of 4 
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. £3 5 be Two Fuſt Rules. AY OE ir mpoffible to re 
en Cheat, at the Tune when the Matter of Fact 
i Tad fo be done. 5 > D 2 ibid. 
4. 10 TWG Toft Rules, . equally, againf the 

17 rpoſing af s 17 , in MOONS > 5. 


e : . ' . 


© WA 
aL 
” eee 


42 


— 

* 

2 

FE, 4M 4 
r 


22 TY = 
** * 2 4 


3 
oF'* : 


\ 


. Ne * 4 97 x 


- 


- : N n 5 = 
ö . : f b 8 
N 1 2 1 7 W " c v os ”- : 
"WF . 0 *Y . * 2 * ** 3 8 x L 
> ou W RN N * 
* E * 2 i l 7 2 1 2 Wore 1 3 * % 4 
* i » 7 ”% - 1 \ 5 2 1 2 
2 * 4. fo g n 4 $ * 4 
* Peay” ins *«. 7 $4 I 
C 1 * * = 15 9 
— 81 ( — - A 1 i 
* k 7 4 
3 — 2 


4 ” * : 
- *L& 4 i F 3 T1 F 4 0 5 k C "I 
» ff 4 & 4 ” , + 2 ; 1 / 
” * 1 3 7 * ö N Pp 4 
1 4 2 "Sh 4 : ; . 2 iy "A \ j 
: * ' b a 4 ö , | ; \ oy; 5 
x 24 - 
b 7 . * 1 x 
* ; : 1 433 * «46 & - . „. * 
WF ** * F * * 3 , ; 4 7 * . . f 


, 4 W : & 4 "> ? - p 1 . 


—— 


The C (ol N 1 2 4 N T 8. 
? II. To nat theſe Marks, or Rules, do all meet in the Mat- 
ters of Fact of Moſes, and of Chriſt. But not in theſe | 
tf ee or of the Heathen Deities. „ . 
iv | 8 1. Moſes. 3 bid, . 
4s ro 
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. 1 »C 3. Mahomet. „„ OM. 
n ah the Heathen Deities.” „„ 
w. The Deiſts are challeng d 10 = any Fable, „ 

has all the FOUR RULES, r MARKS, _ 
before mention d. „ 6 
* Many Things are True; which bt not all theſe i 
. But that nor hing can be Falſe which has them 
a 8 P. 27. 
VI. Eſpecialy, where che Importance of ſuch things is 

2 5 great. pP. 

Va Other Topicks are only mention'd, but not here 
iuſiſted upon, whence uſually the Proofs . 
Chriſtian Religion are taken as the Truly 55 
Apoſtles. „ 

VIII. The Atteſtation of Hi oo BREE 

IX. The Ful filling of Propheſies. ibid. 3 

K. Of True and Falſe Miracles. _ "6; 

XI. But the preſent Topick concludes neceſſarily, upon 

"Hp the Convittion 7 Mens out ward Senſes, and ſois 
obvious to all. p. 400 

"Xl. None « the Popiſh Wende or aha. Forgejies, | 

can ſbew the Four Marks before mention d. . A1. . 

XIII. If Reveald Kaen be "ABER it makes Rs 

| Pri eſts to be. 8 5 p. 42. Fs 
1. The Wiſe of Ml Mankind. o. „„ 
2. More thay all the Tilt Gal Powe, WO 

Angels ef Heaven, „ ibid. 1 

3. To do mers than e Gee , p. 44. 
bw +; TranſQhſtanciacio.; gout? 9 ibid. 5 

XV. The Die, e lab At e, r them 8 + | 
ſelves upon he greatel US. 338 SN As 275 © 2 A 

AV, Tue are ford. Satan 5 that 1 1 Priefts. are. 
1575 Fo 2 + in 1 9 8 5 ibid. 


„ * © 3 A : 
N ; ] 1 98 Te w to 2 i 
30, 5 Fw K. x" + * ED. ts IE + 5 n n 
N ä . N 
; 7 # . wy - . po | Io © oF 
„ Gs 5 * Wok 
2 - 6 (of - B 4 re 
- : #7 4 l . x; 
* 4g ene *. 8 * 0 * $3 : 
* * 4 0 . ra 
25 1 I'S K 1 5 x * 5 
" bu » 4 : 8 
— "| io 
4 * 


The CONTENTS. 


XVI. Falſe Religion is an Imitation and Corruption 
of the True. 4 p. 46. 
XVII. The Confuſion nh C Gotradiftion of le Deifis, 
in their Notion of Natural Religion, and in their re- 
curring to the Common Reaſon of Mankind: p. 47. 
XVIII. Religion 3s rot. the Invention ef Prieſts; but 
Prieſts are the great Guard of Religion, therefor 
They. are moſt. ſiruck at, by the Devil and his 


Agents. p48. 
XIX. The Quakers, and other Diſſenters, join herein 
with the Deiſts. | p. 49. 

| XR. Advice to the Deiſis. 1 p' $O- 
A Letter from the Author of the Short Method 
with the Deiſts aud Jews. 25 p- 52. 

Of Creation. ibid. 
Of Providence. F 
F Revelations. ; p. 55: 
Of the Holy Trinity. 58. 
Of the Differences among Chriſtians. p. 66. 

Of the Doctrine of Sati action. p- 67. 
Of the  Socinians. p. 69. 
Of the Church of Rome. p-. 70. 
Of the. Diſſ nter. e. 
Of tbe true Notion of a Church. P- 72. 
Of an Univerſal Biſhop. An p. 73. 
07 Infallibility in the Church. Bd eh 
Of Epiſcopacy. 77. 


An infallit Demonſtration of Fniſopsry pP. 82. 


l 1 o * n \x . / 
* Lam 7 f D 0 
* . — —— — 


| — 
ASE oY W 


A Short 


O. 8 7 2 
ia * 1 I. A Short and Eaſic 


id. N * 4 
n M E THO D 
"8 WITH THE 

| DEISTS 


0 © 
14. 2 3 
* - 
# 


2:2 a1. 


Third Inſtant, I much con- 
dole with you your unhap- 
py Circumſtances, of being 
placed amongſt ſuch Com- 


continually hear the Sacred 


Seris Kurer, 4 the Hiſtories therein contain'd, 
particularly of Moſes, and of Chriſt, and all 
Revealed Religion turn d into Ridicuic, by 


op 2 | B | Men 


N anſwer to yours of the 


pany, where, as you ſay, you 
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Men who ſet up for Senſe and Reaſon. And 
they ſay, That there is no greater Ground to 
believe in Chriſt, than in Mahomet; that all 
theſe Pretences to Revelation are Cheats, and 
ever have been among Pagans, eus, Maho. 
metans, and Chriſtians; That they are all 
alike Impoſitions of Cunning and Deſigning 
Men, upon the Credulity at firſt, 7 mmple 
and unthinting People, till, their Numbers en. 
creaſing, their Deluſions grew popular, came at 
laſt to be eftabliſh'd by Laws; and then the 
Force of Education and Cuſtom gives a Byalz 
to the Judgments of after Ages, till ſuch De 
cite come really to be believ'd, being re- 


cciv'd upon Truſt from the Ages foregoing, | 


without examining into the Original and Bot. 
tom of them. Which theſe our modern Men 
of Senſe, (as they deſire to be eſteem'd ) (ay, 
That they only do, that they only have their 
Juagments freed from the ſlaviſh Authority of 

 Precedents and Laws, in Matters of Truth, 
. which, they ſay, ought only to be decided by 

Reaſon ; tho' by a prudent Compliance with 
Popularity and Laws, they preſerve them: 
ſelves from Outrage, and Legal Penalties ; for 
none of their Complexion are addicted to . 
ferings, or Martyrdom.” 

Now, Sir, har which you defire Senn me, 
is, ſome ſhort Topic of Reaſon, if ſueh can bc 
found, whereby, without running to Author: 
ies, and the intticate Ne of "Learning, 


which breed long Diſputes, and which theſe 


Men of Reaſon deny 55 Wublefeter _ 
the) 
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they can give no Reaſon for it, only ſuppoſe 
that Authors have been Trump'd upon us, Inter- 


polatea, and Corrupted, ſo that no Streſs can be 


laid upon them, tho' it cannot be ſhewn where- 
in they are fo Corrupted ; which, in Reaſon, 
ought. to lic upon them to prove, who alledge. 
itz otherwiſe it is not only a Precarious, but 

a Guilty Plea: And the more, that they re- 
frain not to quote Books on their ſide, for 
whoſe Authority there arc no better, or not ſo 
good Grounds. However, you ſay, it makes 
your Diſputes endleſs, and they go away with 
Noiſe and Clamour, and a Boaſt, That there 
is nothing, at leaſt nothing Certain, to be ſaid 


on the Chri/?zan ſide, Therefore you are deſir- 


ous to find ſome One Topic f. Reaſon, which 
ſhould demonſtrate the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and at the ſame time, diſtinguiſh it 
from the Impoſtures of Mahomet, and the Old 
Pagan World; That our Deiſts may be 
brought to this 77%, and be either oblig'd to 
renounce their Reaſon, and the common Rea- 


| ſor of Mankind, or to ſubmit to the clear 


Proof, from Reaſon, of the Chriſtian Religion; 
which muſt be ſuch a Proof, as no Impoſture 
can pretend to, otherwiſe it cannot prove the 
Chriſtian Religion not to be an Impoſture. 
And, whether ſuch a Proof, one ſingle Proof, 
to avoid Confuſion) is not to be found out, 
you. deſire to know from me. 

And you ſay, that you cannot imagine but 
there muſt be ſuch a Proof, becaute every 


Truth is in it ſelf Clear, and One; and there- 
| B 2 fore 
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fore that One Reaſon for it, if it be the true 


| Reaſon, muſt be ſufficient; and, if ſufficrent, 
[| itiis better than many; for Multiplicity con- 
| founds, eſpecially to weak Judgments. 

l Sir, you have impos'd an hard Task upon 
ll me, I wiſh I could perform it. For tho' every 


is Truth is One, yet our Sight is ſo fecble, that 
[| we cannot (always) come to it dzrefly, but by 
many Inferences, and laying of things together. 

But I think, that in the Caſe before us, 
there is ſuch a TY as you require, and ! 
will ſet it down as Jhort and Plain as I can. 


II. Firſt then, I ſuppoſe, that the Truth of 
the Doctrine of CHRIST will be ſufficiently 
evinced, if the Matters of Fact, which are 
recorded of him in the Goſpels be True; for 
his Miracles, it True, do vouch the Truth of 
what he delivered. NS 
he ſame is to be ſaid as to Moſes. If he 
brought the Children of Iſrael through the 
| Red Sea, in that miraculous Manner, which is 
related in Exodus, and did ſuch other wonder- 
ful things as are there told of him, it muſt ne- 
1 ceſſarily follow, that he was ſent from GOD: 
Theſe being the ſtrongeſt Proofs we can deſire, 
| 


and which every Deiſt will confeſs he wou'd 
acquieſce in, if he ſaw them with his Eyes. 
Therefore the Streſs of this Cauſe will depend 
upon the Proof of theſe Matters of Fact. 
1. And the Method 1 will take, is, Firſt, 
To lay down ſuch Rules, as to the Truth of 
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Matters of Fact, in General, that where they 
All meet, ſuch Matters of Fatt cannot be falſe. 
And then, Secondly, To ſhew that all theſe 


Rules do meet in the Matters of Fat of 


Moſes, and of Chriſt; and that they do not 
meet in the Mal ters of Fact of Mahomet, of 
the Heathen Deities, or can poſſibly meet in 
any Impoſture whatſoever. 


2. The Rules are theſe, 14. That the Mat- 


ters of Fact be ſuch, as that Mens out⸗ 


ward Senſes, their Eyes and Ears, may 
be Judges of it. 2. That it be done Pub- 


lickly, in the Face of the Moꝛld. 3. That 


not only publick Monuments be kept up 
in memo2y of it, but ſome outward 
Actions to be perkoꝛm d. 4. Chat ſuch Mo- 


numents and fuch Actions oz Obſervances be 


Inſtituted and do commence from the Time 


that the Matter of Fact u as done, 


3. The Two firſt Rules make it impoſſible 


for any ſuch Matter of Fact to be impos'd up- 
on Men, at the Time when ſuch Matter of Fatt 


was ſaid to be done, becauſe every Man's Eyes 
and Senſes would contradi& it. For Example, 
Suppoſe any Man ſhou'd pretend, that Veſter- 
day he divided the Thames, in preſence of all 


the People of London, and carried the whole 
City, Men, Women, and Children, over to 


Southwark, on dry Land, the //aters ſtanding 


©. 


Hee Walls on both lides 1 ay, it is morally 


W 


of London, that this was true, "when every 


* Woman, and Child could contradict him, 


B 3 95 and 


— Anas 
—— 


6 A4 bent PR | Faſie Mz HoD 


and fay, That this was à notorious Falſhood, 
for that they had not ſeen the Thames ſo di- 
vided, or had gone over on dry Land. There- 
fore 1 take it for Granted, (and, 1 ſuppoſe, 
with the Allowance of all the Deiſts in the 
World) that no ſuch Impoſition could be put 
upon Men, at the Time when ſuch publick 


Matter of Fatt was ſaid to be done. 


4. Therefore it only remains that ſuch 
Matter of Fact might be invented ſome time 
after, when the Men of that Generation, 
wherein the Thing was ſaid to be done, are all 
paſt and gone; and the Credulity of after Ages 


might be i impos'd upon, to believe that Thing: | 


were done in former Ages, which were not. 

And for this, the Two laſt Rules ſecure us 
as much as the Too firſt Rules, in the former 
"Cale; for whenever ſuch a Matter of Fat came 
to be invented, if not only Monuments were 
ſaid to remain of it, but likewiſe that publick 
Actions and Obſervances were conſtantly usd 
ever ſince the Matter of Fatt was ſaid to be 
done, the Deccit muſt be detected, by no ſuch 
Monuments appearing, and by the Experience 
of every Man, Woman, and Child, who muſt 
know that no ſuch Actions, or Obſervances 
were ever us'd by them. For Example, Sup- 
poſe I ſhould now invent a Story of ſuch a 
Thing, done a Thouſand Vears ago, I might, 
perhaps, get ſome to believe it; but if I ſay, 
that not only ſuch a Thing was done, but that 
from that Day to this, every Man, at the Age 


i of Twelve Years, had a Join of his little Fin 


ger 
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ger cut off ; and that every Man in the Na- 
tion did want a Joint of ſuch a Finger; and 
that this Inſtitution was ſaid to be Part of the 
Matter of Fact done ſo many Years ago, and 
vouch'd as a Proof and Confirmation of it, and 
as having deſcended, without Interruption, and 
been conſtantly practis d, in memory of ſuch 
Matter of Fact all along from the Time that 


ſuch Matter of Fact was done : I ſay, it is im- 
poſſible I ſhould be believ d in ſuch a Caſe, be- 


cauſe every one could contradict me, as to the 


Mark of cutting off a Joint of the Finger; and 
that being Part of my original Matter of Fact, 


mult demonſtrate the whole to be falſe. 


III. Let us now come to the Second Point, 


to ſhew, that the Matters of Fad of Moſes, 
and of Chriſt, have all theſe Rules, or Marks 
before mention d; and that neither the Mat. 


ters of Fact of Mahomet, or what is reported 5 
of the Heathen-Deities, have the like; and 


that no Iinpoſfure can have them all. 


i. As to Moſes, I ſuppoſe it will be al- 


low d me, That he could not have perſuaded 


60000Q Men, that he had brought them out of 
Ezypt, thro' the Red Sea; "fed them 40 


Years, without Bread, by miraculous Manna, 


and the other Matters of Fad recorded in his 
Books, if they had not been true. Becauſe every 


Man's Senſes that were then alive, muſt have 
contradicted it. 
impos d upon all their Senſes, if he could have 
made them believe it, when it was falſe and no 


And therefore he muſt have 


B 4 ſuch 
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ſuch Things done. So that here are the Firſt and 
Second of the above - mentioned Four Matks. 
For the ſame Reaſon, it was equally inipoſli- 
ble for him to have made them receive his Five 
Books, as Truth, and not to have rejected them, 
as a manifeſt Impoſture; which told of all theſe 
Things as done before their Eyes, if they had 
not been ſo done. See how poſitively. he ſpeaks 
to them, Deut. xi. 2. to Ver. 8. And know you 
this day, for I ſpeak not with your Children, 
which have not known, and which have not 
ſeen the Chaſtiſement of the Lord your God, his 
Greatneſs, his mighty Hand, and his ſtretched- 
out Arm, and his Miracles, and his Acts, 
which he did in the midſt of Agypt, unto Pha- 
raoh, the King of Egypt, and unto all his 
Land, and what he did unto the Army of 
Agypt, unto their Horſes, and to their Cha- 
riots; how he made the water of the Red-Sca 
Fo overfiow them as they purſued after you ; 
and how the Lord hath deſtroyed them unto 
this day: And what be did unto you in the 
Wilderneſs, untill ye came into this Place ; 
and what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the 
Sons of Eliab, the Son of Reuben, how the 
Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwallowed them 
up, and their Houſholds, and their Tents, and 
all the Subſtance that was in their poſſeſſion, in 
The midſt of all Iſrael. But your Eyes have ſeen 
all the great Acts of the Lord, which he did, &c. 
From hence we muſt ſuppoſe it impoſlible 
that theſe Books of Moſes, (if an Impoſture) 
could have been invented and put upon the 


People. 


4. 


—— 
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people who were then allve; when all 5 


things were ſaid to Been. Af 40 8 


The utmoſt therefore that even a Suppoſe cin 
ſtretch to, is, That theſe Books were wrote in 


ſome Age after Moſes, and put out in his Name. 


And to this, I ſay, That if it was ſo, it 


was impoſſible that thoſe Books ſhould have 


been receiv'd, as the Books of Moſes, in that 


Age wherein they may have been ſuppos d to 
have been firſt invented. Why ? Becauſe they 


ſpeak of themſelves as deliver'd by Moſes, and 
kept in the Ark from his time. And it came to 
paſs, when Moſes had made an end of writ- 


ing the words of this Law in a Book, until 


they were finiſhed ; that Moſes commanded the 


Levites who bare the Ark of the Covenant of 


the Lord, ſaying, Take this Book of the Law, 


and put it in the ſide of the Ark of the Cove- 


nant of the Lord your God, that it may be there 


for 4 witneſs againſt thee, Deut. xxxi. 24, 


25 26. And there was a Copy of this Bock to 
be left likewiſe with the King. And is ſhall be, 


when he ſitteth upon the Throne of his King- 
dom, that he ſhall write him a Copy of this 


Law ina Book, out of that which is before the 
Prieſts the Levites: And it ſhall be with 


him, and he ſhall read therein all the days of 


his Life: That he may learn to fear the Lord 

his God, to keep all the Words of this Law and 

theſe Statutes to do them, Deut. xvii. 18, 19. 
Here you ſee that this Book of the Law 


ſpeaks of it ſelf,” not only as an Hiſtory or Re- 
lation of what things were then done: Bur as 


the 


— 
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the ſtanding and municipal Law and Statutes 
of the Nation of the Fews, binding the King 
as well as the People, 
Now, in whatever Age after Moſes you will 

ſuppoſe this Book to have been Forged, it was 
impoſſible it cou d be recciv'd as Truth; be- 
cauſe it was not then to be found, either in 
the Ark or with the King, or any where elſe: 
For when firſt Invented, every body muſt 
know, that they had never hcard of it before. 
And therefore they cou'd leſs believe it to 
be the Book of their Statutes, and the ſtand- 
ing Law of the Land, which they had all 
along received, and by, which they had been 
 Governed. | | 
Cou' d any Man, now at . As Day, invent 
a Book of Statutes or Acts of Parliament for 
England, and make it paſs upon the Nation 
as the only Book of Statutes that ever they had 


known? As impoſſible was it for the Boots 


of Moſes (if they were invented in any Age 
after Moſes) to have been recciv'd for what 


they declare themſelves to be, vis. The 7 


Statutes and Municipal Law of the Nation of 
the Fews: And to have perſuaded the Jews, 
that they had Own'd and Acknowledg'd theſe 
Books, all along from the Days of Moſes, 
.to that Day in which they were firſt inyent- 
ed, that is, that they had Own'd them be- 
fore they had ever ſo much as Heard of them. 
Nay, more, the whole Nation muſt, in an 
Inſtant, forget their former Laws and Govern 
ment, if they cou'd receive theſe Books, as 
Peine their Former Laws. And they cou d 

not 


Laws of the 


- Demonſtration of their Truth, 
other Lau. Boobs have: 
contain the Laws, but give an Hiſtorical Ac- 
count of their Inſtitution, and the Prattice of 
them from that Time: As of the Paſſover in 
Memory of the Death of the F:r/?- 
Born in Egyp 


Prieſthood to the Tribe of Levi. 
the Pot of Manna, in Memory of their having 
been fed with it 40 Years in the Wilderneſs. 
That the Brazen Serpent was kept (which re- 
; mained to the Days of Hezekiah. 2 Kin. xviii. 
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not otherwiſe receive them, becauſe they 
vouch'd themſelves fo to be. 
the Derffs but this One ſhort Queſtion, was 
there ever a Book of Sham- Laws, which were 
not the Laws of the Nation, Pam d upon any 
People, Since the World began? If nor, With 
what Face can they ſay this of the Book of 
Jews? Why will they fay that 
of them, which they confeſs impoſſible in 


any Nation, or among any People? 


Bur they muſt be yet more Unreaſona- 
ble. For he Books of Moſes have a further 
than even 


For they not only 


: And that the fame ” 
Day, all the Firſt. Born of Iſrael, 


both of Man and Beaſt, were by a eng 
Law, dedicated to God: And the Levites 
| taken for all the Firſt.- Born of the Children of 
| Urac). ' That Aaron's Rod which 64ad4ded, was 
kept in the Ark, in Memory of the Rebellion, 


and wonderful Deſtruction of Norah, Dathan, 
and Abiram; and for the Confirmation of the 
As likewiſe 


+) in Memory of that wonderful Delive- 
es rey Trance 


Let me ak 
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rance by only Looking upon it, from the Bi- 
ting of the Fiery. Serpent. Num. Xxi. 9. The 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt, in Memory of the dread- 
ful Appearance of God upon Mount Horeb, &c. 
And beſides theſe Remembrances of particu- 
lar Actions and Occurrences, there were other 
ſolemn Inſtitutions in Memory of their Deli- 
verance out of Egypt, in the General, which in- 
cluded all the Particulars. As of the Sabbath. 
Deut. 5. 15. Their daily Sacrifices, and yearly 
Expiation; their Ne- Moons, and ſeveral 
Feaſts and Faſts. So that there were Tearly 
Monthly, Weekly, Daily Remembrances, and 
Recognitions of theſe things. 
And, not only ſo, but the Books of the ime 
Moſes tell us, that a particular Tribe (of Levi) 
was Appointed and Conſecrated by God, as his 
' Prieſts; by whoſe Hands and none other, 
the Sacrifices of the People were to be offer d, 
and theſe ſolemn Inſtitutions to be celebrated. 
That it was Death for any other to approach 
the Altar. That their High Prieſt wore a 
Glorious Mitre, and Magnificent Robes. of 
God's own: Contrivance, with the miraculous 
Urim and Thummim in his Breaſt-plate, whence 
the divine Reſponſes were given. 
f 271 7 4 That at his Word, the King, and all 
21, 
p the People were to go out, and to 
Dex. xvii, come in. That theſe Levites Were 


8. c. 18. like wiſe the Chief Judges, even in all Wi 
+ e Civil Cauſes, and that it was Death he 

To reſiſt their Sentence. Now-when- || * 
eyer it can be ſuppos d chat theſe Books of Þf *'* 
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Moſes were forged, in ſome Ages after Moſes, 
it is impoſſible they cou'd have been received 
as True, unleſs the Forgers could have made 
the whole Nation believe, that they had received 
theſe Books from their Fathers, had been in- 
ſtructed in them when they were Children, and 
had taught them to their Children, moreover, 
that they had all been circumciſed, and did 
circumciſe their Children, in purſuanee to 

what was commanded in theſe Books, that 
they had obſerved the yearly Paſſover, the 


| weekly Sabbath, the New: Moons, and all theſe 


ſeveral Feaſts, Faſts, and Ceremonies com- 
manded in theſe Books: That they had never 


caten any wines Fleſh, or other Meats pro- 
hibited in theſe Books: That they had a mag- 
nificent Tabernacle, with a viſible Prieſthood 


to Adminiſter in it, which was confined to 
the Tribe of Levi; over whom was placed a 


| glorious High Prieſt, cloth'd with great and 


mighty Prerogatives; Whole Death only 
cou'd deliver thoſe that were fled. 

to the Cities of Refuge. And that page XXKY, 
thele Prieſis were their ordinary ID 
Judges, even in Civil Matters: I fay, was it 
poſſible to have perſuaded a whole Nation of 
Men, that they had Known and Practiſed all 
theſe Things, "if they had not done it? or, 
Secondly, To have received a Book for Truth, 
which ſaid they had practiſed them, and ap- 
peal'd to that Profle? So that here are the 


Third and Fourth of the Marks above men- 
tioned, . 
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But now let us deſcend to the utmoſt De- 
grec of Sußpoſition, vig. That theſe Things 
were Practiſed, before theſe Books of Moſes 
were Forged; and that theſe Books did only 


impoſe upon the Nation, in making them be- 


lieve, That they had kept theſe Ob/ervances 
in Memory of ſuch and ſuch Things, as were 
_ Inſerted in thoſe Boots. 
Well then, let us proceed upon this Suppo: 
ſition, (however groundleſs) and now, will 
not the ſame Impoſſibilities occur, as in the 
former Caſe? For, Firſt, This muſt ſuppoſc 
that the Fews kept all theſe Obſervances in 
Memory of Nothing, or without knowing 
any thing of their Original, or the Reaſon 
why they kept them. Whereas theſe very 
Obfervances did expreſs the Ground and Rea- 

on of their being kept, as the Paſſover, in 
Memory of God's Paſſmg- over the Children of 
the Iſraelites, in that Night wherein he flew 
all the Firſt. born of hen and fo of the 
Rell. 1 

ut, Secondly, Let us ſuppoſe, contrary both 
to Reaſon, and Matter of Fact, That the 


Fews did not know any Reaſon at all why 


they kept theſe Obſervances; yet was it pol- 
ſible to put it upon them, That they had kept 
theſe Obſervances in Memory of what they had 
never heard of before that Day, whentoever 


you will ſuppoſe that theſe Books of Moſes 


were. firſt Forged? For Example, ſuppoſe I 


{hou'd.now. forge ſome Nomantick Story, of 


ſirange Things done 1000 Vears ago, and in 
Confirmation 
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Confirmation of this, ſhould endeavour to 
perſuade the Chriſtian World, That they had 
all along, from that Day to this, kept the 
Firſt- Day of the Week in Memory of ſuch an 
Hero, an Appollonius, a Barcosbas, or a Ma- 
homet; and had all been Bapriz'd in his 
Name; and Swore by his Name, and upon that 
very Book, (which 1 had then forged, and 
which they never ſaw before) in their publick 
Fudicatures ; that this Book was their Goſpel 
and Law, which they had ever ſince that 
Time, theſe 1000 Years paſt, miverſally re- 
cciv'd and own'd, and none other. I would 
ask any Deiſt, whether he thinks it poſſible, 
that ſuch a Cheat cou d paſs, or ſuch a Legend 
be recciv'd as the Goſpel of Chriſtians; and 
that they could be made believe, that they 
never had had any other Goſpe!? The ſame 
Reaſon is as to the Books of Moſes; and muſt 
be, as to every Matter of Fact, which has 
all the Four Marks bcfore-mentioned; and 
theſe Marks ſecure any ſuch Matter of Fact 
much from being invented and impos d in 
any after Ages, as at the Time when ſuch 


Matters of Fact were ſaid to be done. 


Let me give one very familiar Example 
more in this Caſe. There is the Sronhenge 
in Salisbury-Plain, every body knows it; 
and yet none knows the Reaſon why thoſe 
Great Stones were ſet there, or by whom, 


or in memory of what. 


No ſuppoſe I ſhou d write a Book to mor. 
ry and tell there; That theſe Stones _ 
14018 * | ct 
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ſet up by Hercules, Polyphemus, or Garagan. 
tua, in memory of ſuch and ſuch of their 
Actions. And, for a further Confirmation of 
this, ſhou'd ſay, in this Book, That it was 
wrote at the Time when ſuch Actions were 
done, and by the very Actors themſelves, or 
Eye-Witnefſes. And that this Book had been 
received as Truth, and quoted by Authors of 
the: greateſt Reputation in all Ages ſince, 
Movcor cr that this Book was well known in 
England, and enjoyn d by Act of Parliament 
to be taught our Children, and that we did 
teach it to our Children, and had been taught it 
our ſelves when we were Children. I ask any 
Deiſt, Whether he thinks this could paſs up- 
on England? And whether, If I, or any other 
fhould inſiſt upon it, we ſhould not, inſtead 
of being believ'd. be ſent to Bedlam ? 

Now let us compare this with the J/or- 
henge, as I may call it, or Twelve great Stones 
ſet up at Gilgal, which is told in the iv. Chap. 
of Joſhua. There it is ſaid, Ver. 6. that he 
Reaſon why they were ſet up, was, that when 
their Children, in after Ages, ſhould ask the 
3 of it, it ſhould be told them. 

And the Thing, in Memory of which. they 
were ſet up, was ſuch as cou'd not poſſibly be 
impos d upon that Nation, at that Time, when 
it was ſaid to be done, it was as wonderful 
and miraculous as their Fellase thro; Ab 
0 Red. Sea. Fa d 
And withal, free from a very poor ObjeRtion, 


auch cha Be have en againſt that 
2231 | Miracle 


« cwith the DELSTS' 17 
. Miracle: of the/Red-Sea: Thinking to ſalve 
| it by a Hpring Tide, with the\Concurrence of 
a ſtrong ind, happening at the ſame Time; 
which left the Sand ſo dry, as that the Iſraclites 
being all Foot, might paſs thro the Oœπ] J ů Wh 
Places and Holes, which it muſt be ſuppoſed 0 
che den left behind it: But tliat the c Agip. 1 
tiaus, being all Horſe and Charite, ſtuck in 
thoſe Holes, and were entangbd, ſo as that: 
they couid not march ſo faſt as the 1/7 aelites 
And that this was all the Meaning of its | 
being ſaid, That God took off their (the 
8 Egyptians) Chariot-Wheels, that they drove 
them heavily. So that they wou'd make no- 
| thing extraordinary, at leaſt, not mniraculous, 
in all this Action. - 
| This-is advanc'd in Le Clerc's Diſſertations | 
upon Geneſis, lately Printed in Holland, and 


on- that Part with others of the like Tendency, 
ves endeavouring to reſolve other Miracles, as 
ap. that of Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. into the 


the mere Natural Cauſes, are put into Engliſh 

den by the well known T. BROWN, for the Edi- 

the fication of the Deiſts in England. 018 0 
Bur theſe Gentlemen/have forgot, cle the 1 


ney | [[raelites had great Herds of many Thouſand 
be Cattle with them which wou' d be apter to 
nen ray, and fall into thoſe Holes, and Otſey 


rful N Places in the Sand than Horſes with e 
the who might direct them 

5 But ſuch precarious, and fe 147 Soppoſes 4781 
jon, e e Anſwering. If there had been 
that more lin/ this ee e the Ned- Sea 
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than that of 4 Spring- True, &c. It had been 
impoſſible for Moſes to have made the Iſrae- 
lites believe that Relation given of it in Exo- 
dus, with ſo many Particulars, which Them. 

ſelves ſaw, tobe true. 

And all thofe Scriptures which gui 
this Action, and appeal to it as a full Demon: |, 
ſtration of the miraculous Power of God; 
muſt be reputed as Romance or Legend. 

1 fay this, for the Sake of ſome Chriſtians 
who think it no Prejudice to the Truth of the 
Holy Bible, but rather an Advantage, as 
rendring it more eaſy to be believ'd, if they 
can ſolve whatever ſeems Miraculous in it, by 
the Power of ſecond Canſes: And ſo to make 
all, as they ſpeak, Natural, and Eaſie. Where- 
in, if they cou'd prevail, the nataral and eaſe 
Reſult wou'd be, not to believe one Word in 
all thoſe Sacred-Oracles. For if things be not, 
as they are told in any Relation, that Relati- 
on muſt be falſe. And if falſe in Part, we cannot 
Truſt to it, either in Mhole, or in Part. 

- Here are ro be excepted. Mis. 2 
and Errors, either in Copy, or in Preſs, But 


where there is no Room for ſuppoſing of theſc, 


as where all Copres do agree; there we mull 
either Receive all, or Reject all. 1 mean in 
any Bock that pretends to be written from 


the Mouth of God. For in other com mon 


Hiſtories, we may believe Fart,” and wry 
| Part, as we ſee Canute; Tudor . 
But to return. The Paſſage of the Thouelites 


over - Fordan; in e of which thoſe 
Stones 
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| Stones at Gileal were ſet up, is free from all 


choſe little Carpings before mentioned, that 


are made as to the Paſſage thro the Red-Sea. 
For Notice was given to the aelites the Day 


before, of this great Miracle to be done. Joſb. 
Hi. 5. It was done at Noon day, before the 


whole Nation. And when the Vaters of Jor- 
dan were divided, it was not at any Low £66, 
but at the Time when that River over-fowed 
| all bis Banks. ver. 15. And it was done, not 
by Winds, or in length of Time, which ind. 
muſt take to do it: But all on the ſudden, 
as ſoon as the Feet of the Prieſts that bare 
the Ark were dipped in the Brim of the Water. 
Then the Naters which came down from a- 
love, flood and roſe up upon an Heap, very far 


from the City Adam, that is beſide Zarctan : 
And thoſe that came down toward the Sea of 


the Plain, even the Salt-Sea, failed, and were 


cut off: And the People paſſed over, right a- 


© garnſt Jericho, The Prieſts ſtood in the midſt 


of Jordan, till all the Armies of Iſrael had 
| paſſed over. And it came to paſs, when the 
| Prieſts that bare the Ark of the Covenant of 


| the Lord, were come up, out of the Midſi of 


Jordan, and the Soles of the Prieſts beet 
| were lift up upon the Dry-land, that the 
8 Waters of Jordan returned unto their Place, 
and flowed over all his Banks as they did 
Y vefore. And the People came up out , 


Jordan, on the Tenth Day of the firſt Month, 
and encamped in. Gilgal on the Eaft Border 
of Jericho, And thoſe Twelve Stones wy 

| 1 whey 
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they took out of Jordan, did Toſhua pitch in 
Gilgzal. And he ſpeak unto the Children of 


Urael, ſaying, When your Children ſhall ask 
their Fathers in Time to come, ſaying, what 
mean theſe Stones? Then ſbals ye let your 
Children know,' ſaying, Iſrael came over this 
Jordan on dry Land. For the Lord your God 


aryed up the Waters of Jordan from before you, 

until ye were paſſed over; as the Lord your 
God did to the Red Sea, which He dryed up, 
from before us, until we were gone over. That 
all the People of the Earth might know the 
Hand of the Lord, that it is Mighty: That 
ye might fear the Lord our Cod Vor e ever. 


Chap. iv. trom ver. 18, 


If the Paſſage over the Red. Sea, had been 
only taking Advantage of a Sorin Tide, or 
the like ; How word: this teach all the Peo- 
ple of the Earth, that the Hand of the Lord 


was Mighiy! How wou'd a Thing, no more 


remarkable, have been taken Notice of thro' 


all the World! How wou'd it have taught 
Ißrael to fear the Lord, when they muſt know, 


that notwithſtanding, of all theſe Big-Iards, 
there was ſo Little in it! How cou'd they 
have believ'd, or receivd a Book; as Truth, 
which rhey knew, told the Mer ſo far 


other wile from what it was! 


Zut, as J ſaid, this Paſtage over adam, 
which is here compar d to that of the Red- 
Sea, is free from all thoſe Cavils that are made, 

as to that of the Keg EN 2 and is a further 


ee ene eee ee Atteſtation 
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Atteſtation to it, being ſaid to be done in the 

ſame Manner as was that of the Ned Sea. 
Now, to form our Argument, let Us ſup— 

pole, that there never was any ſuch Thing as 


that Paſſage over Fordan. That theſe Stones 


at Gilgal were ſet up, upon lome other Occa- 
ſion, in ſome: after Age. And then, that 
ſome deſigning Man invented this Book of 
Joſbua, and ſaid, that it was wrote by Zoſhua 
at that Time. And gave this & tonage at Gilgal, 
for a Teſtimony of the 7. ruth of it, Wou' fy not 
cyety Body ſay to him, We know, the Jonage 
at, Gi/eal, but we never heard before of this 
Reaſon for it: Nor of this Book of Joſhua : 

Where has it been all this while? And //here, 
and How came you, after ſo many Ages, to 
find; it? Beſides, this Book tells Us, that 
this Paſſage over Jordan was ordain'd to be 
taught our Children, from Age to Age: And 
therefore, that they were always to be In- 
ftrutted. in the Meaning of that Stonage at 
Gilgal, as a Memoria! of it. But we yere ne- 


ver taught it, when we were Children ; nor 


did ever teach our Children any ſuch Thing. 
And it is not likely, That cou'd have been 


forgotten, while ſo remarkable a Stonage did . 
continue, which Wk {ct up; for that, and no 


eöhkr. End. 


Aud ift, for the Henſons ph Sr given, no 


N Impoſition cou'd, be put upon Us, as to 


the Stonage in  Salisbury- Plain; How much 


Ly cou'd it be as to the Stonage at Gilgal? 
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And if where we know not the Reaſon of a 


bith naked Monument, ſuch à Sham- Reaſon 


cannot be impos d; How much more is it im- 


poſſible to impoſe upon Us, in Actions and 


Obſervances, which we celebrate in Memory 


of particular Paſſages? How impoſſible te 


make Us forget thoſe Paſſages which we daily 
Commemorate ; and perſuade Us, that we'had 


always kept ſuch Anſtitutions in Memory of 
what we never heard of before; that I that 


We knew it, before We knew eit! 1050 
And if we find it thus impoſſible wor an 
Impoſition to be put upon Us, even in ſome 


Things, which have not all the Fbour- Mar bs 

£ before- mentioned: How mueh more im- 
poſlible is it, that any Deceit ſhoud be in 
| that Thing, where all the Four:Marks do meet! 
27 T8 has been ſhew'd in the Firſt Place, as 
to 1205 Matters of Fact of Moſes 0 HD 


Therefore I come no- Second) te 


flew! that, as in the Matters of Fact of 270 


fo likewife, all theſe Four Marks do meet 
in the Matters of Fact, which are recorded 


in the Goſpel, of Our Bleſſed Saviour. And 
my Work herein will be the ſhorter, becauſe 


all that is ſaid before, of Moſes and his Books, 
is every Way applicable to Chriſt and His 
8 His Works, and Miracles are there 
ſaid to be done publickly, in the Face of the 
World, as Heargu'd to his Accuſers, I ſpake 
. openly to the World, and in Secret have I ſaid 
© Nothing, Joh. xviii. 20. It is told, Acts ii. 4t. 
that Three thouſand at one Time; and, As 
OP iv. 
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iv. 4. that above Five thouſarld at another 
Time, were converted, upon Conviction of 


what themſelves had ſeen, what had been 


done \publickly before their Eyes, wherein it 
was impoſſible to have impoſed upon them. 
Therefere here were tlie two Firft of the Rules 
befort-mention'd. LON 


Then for the Two ſeeont: Baptiſin aud 


the "Lord's Supper were inſtituted as perpe- 
tual Memorials of theſe Things; and they 


were not inſtituted in aſter-Apes, bur at the 


very Time when theſe Things were ſaid to 
be done; and have been obſerved: without In- 


terruption, in all Ages through the whole 


Chriſtian World, Gn all the Way from 
that Time to this. And Chrift Himſelf did 
ordain Apoſtles, and other Miniſters of His 


Goſpel, to Preach, and Adminiſter theſe Sacra- 
ments; and to Govern His Church: And that 


always, even unto the End of the 'Natth, 
World. Accordingly they have con- xxvili. 20. 


tinu d by regular Sucteſſion, to this Day: And, 
no Doubt, cyer ſhall, while the Earth ſhall laſt, 


So that the Chriſtian Clergy are as notorious a 
Matter of Facł, as the Tribe of Levi among the 


Jett. And the Goſpel is as much a Law to the 


Chriſtians, as the Book of Moſes to Ye FO. : 
And it being Part of the Matters of 
Hated inthe Goſpel, that ſuch an Order of Men, 


al? tc- 


were appointed by Cyriſt, and to continue tothe 


End of the World ; conſequently, if the Goſp 1 
Was a Fiction, and invented (as it muſt be) 


in ſome Ages after Chriſt ; then, at that 


Time, when it was firſt invented, there cou d 


C 4 de 
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be no ſuch Order of Clergy, as deriv'd them- 


ſelves from the. Inſtitution of Chriſt; which 


muſt give the £ye to; the Goſpel, and demon- 


ſtrate the hole to be Falſe. And the Matters 
905 Fact of Chriſt being, pxe(s'd.to be True, no 


.Ot herwiſc, than; as there, was, at that: Time 
(whenever the Deiſts will ſuppoſe. the Goſpel 
to be Forged) not only, publick Sacraments of 


Chriſt's Inſtitution, but an. Order of, Clergy, 


likewiſe. of his Appointment to Adminiſter 
them: And it being impoſſible there could be 
any ſuch Things before they were Invented, 
it is as impoſſible that they ſhould be Received 
when Invented. And therefore, by what was 


ſaid above, it Was as, impoſſible to have im- 
pos d upon Mankind in this Matter, by in- 


venting, of it in after Ages, as at the Time 
when thole. Things. were ſaid to be done. 


3. The. Matters of Fact of Mahomet, or 
what is Fabled of the Deities, do all want ſome 


of the aforeſaid four Rules, whereby the Cer- 
tainty of Matters of Fact is; demonſtrated. 


Firſt, for Mabomet, he pretended to no Mira- 


cles, as he tells us in his Alcoran. c. 6. QC. 


and thoſe which are commonly told of him 
paſs among, the Mahometans themſelves, but 
as Legendary Fables; and as ſuch are rejected 
oy be Wife. and Learned among them; as the 


egends, of their Saints.arc in the C. urch of 


Rome, See Dr. Prideaux his Life 15 Mabo- 
mel, Page 34. 
„ "In" the next Place, thoſe URS arc 

told of Hen, Ho, all want t the Two firſt Rules 


- before- 
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befote- mention d. For his pretended Con- 


verſe with the Moon; his Merſa, or Night- 
| Journey from Mecca to Feruſalem, and thence 


to Heaven, &c. were not performed before 
any Body. We have only his own Word for 
them. And they are as groundleſs as the De- 
luſions of Fox, or Muggleton among our 
ſelves. The ſame is to be ſaid (in the ſecond 
Place) of the Fables of the Heathen Gods, of 
Mercuryis ſtealing Sheep, Jupiter's turning 
himſelf into a Bull, and the like; beſides the 
Folly and Unworthineſs of ſuch ſenſleſs pre- 
tended Miracles. And moreover, the Wiſe 
among the Heathen did reckon no otherwiſe 
of theſe but as Fables, which had a Mythology, 
or Myſtical meaning in them, of which ſeveral 


of them have given us the Rationale, or Ex- 
plication. And it is plain enough that Ovid 


meant no other by all his Metamerphoſes. 
It is true, the Heathen Deities had their 

Prieſty: They had likewiſe Feaſts, Games, 
and other public] Inſtitutions in Memory of 
them. But all theſe, want the Fourth Mark, 
2 That ſuch Prieſthood and Inſtitutions 
ſhou'd Commence from the Time that ſuch 
Things as they Commemorate, were ſaid to 
be done; otherwiſe they cannot ſecure after 
Ages from the Impoſture, by detecting it, at 
the Time when firſt Invented, as hath been 
ar gu d before. But the Bacchanalia, and other 
Heathen Feaſts, were inſtituted many Ages 
after what was reported of theſe Gods was 


Kid to be done, and therefore can be no Proof = 
21 14 | of 
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of them. And the Prieſts of Bacchus, Apollo, 
Oc. were not. Ordain'd by theſe ſuppoled 
 Goas: But were appointed by others, in aftet 
Ages, only in Honour to them. And there- 
fore theſe Orders of Prieſts are no Evidence 
to the Truth of the Matters of rr ee 3 
are een of _— Gods.) 8 F 


IV. "Nw to apply wo "Vp bien: aid, 
You may challenge all the Deiſts i in the World 
to ſhew any Action that is Fabulous, which 
has all the four Rules, or Marks before · men- 
tion d. No, it is impoſſible. And (to reſume 
a little what is ſpoke to before) the Hiſtories 
of Exodus, and the Goſpel cou d never have 
been receiv'd, if they had not been true; be- 
cauſe the Inſtitution of the Prieſt-hood of 
Levi, and of Chriſt; of the Sabbath, the Paſs: 
over, of Circumciſion, of | Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper, &c. are there related, as de- 
ſcending ali the Way down from thoſe Times, ti 
without Interruption. And it is full as im- 
poſlible to perſuade Men, that they had been 
Circumcis d, Baptiꝝ d, had Circumcis d, ot 
Baptiæ d their Children, celebrated Paſs-ouers, 
| Sabbaths, Sacraments, &c. under the Govern- 
ment and Adminiſtration of a certain'Order 
_of. Przeſts, if they had done none of theſe 
Things, as to make them believe that they 
had gone through Seas upon Dry. Lana, (een 
— raiſed, Oc. And e believing 
of theſe, it was impoſſible that either the 
| Gow, care __ cou'd have been we. 
20 | An 
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And the Truth of the Matters of Fact of 


Exodus and the Goſpel, being no otherwiſe 


| preſs'd upon Men, than as they have practiſed 
ſuch publick Inſtitutions ; it is appealing to 
the Senſes of Mankind for the Truth of them: 


And makes it impoſſible for any to have in- 


vented ſuch Stories in after Ages, without a 
palpable Detection of the Cheat, when firſt 


invented ; as impoſſible as to have impos d up- 


b on the Senſes of Mankind, at the Time when 
! ſuch publiet er 20 geb were rl to be 
| done.” e bo 
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x v. Nas not "oY it erf. . thing: which 
| waht theſe four” Marks is Falſe : But, that 
i nothing can be Falſe which has them All. 


No nher of Doubt that there was ſuch 


2 Man as- Julius Cæſar, that he fought at 
e Pharſalia, was killed in the Senate- Houſe - 
and many other” Matters of Fact of Antient 
titnes, tho we keep no publick Deſtrvantes 
In Memory of them. ; 


But this ſhews that the Manters of Fact of 


f Moſes, and of Chriſt have come down to Us 
better guar ded than any other Marters we Fact 
1 bow true ſoever. 


And yet our Deiſts who would agb any 


Man out of the World, as an irrational Brute, 


that ſhould offer to deny Cæſar or Alexander, 


Homer or Virgil, their publick Works and 
4 Actions; do, at the ſame time, value them - 
ſelvyes as the only Men of Wit and Senſe, of 
Free, Generous, and Unbyaſs'd Fadgments for 


ridiculing 
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ridiculing the Hiſtories of Moſes and; Chriſt, 
that ate infinitely better atteſted, and guard. 


ed rin eee Mal. which the en 


0 5 VI. { "Beſides that 1 de of the 
Subject would oblige all Men to inquire 
more narrowly into the one than the other: 
For what Conſequenee is it to me, or to the 

World, whether there was ſuch a Man as 

Cæſur, whether he beat or was beaten at Phar 

ſalia, whether Homer or Virgil wrote ſuch 
Books, and whether what is related in the 
Iliads or Mneids be True, or Falſe © It is 
not Two: Pence up or down to any; Manin 
the World. And therefore it is worth no 
Man's While to inquire into it, either to Op- 
Poſe or Fuſtify the Truth of theſe, Relations. | * 
But our very Soul and Bodies, both this * 
Life and Eternity are concern'd in the Truth Va 
of what is related in the Holy Scriptures; and not 
therefore Men wou'd be more inquiſitive to but 
ſearch into the Truth of theſe, than of any De 
other Matters of Fact; examine and ſift them 
narrowly... and find out the Deceit, if any ane 
ſach coud be found: For it concern'd them if ha\ 
«Neartn; and was of the laſt Importance 1 tothem. 0 
How unreaſonable then is it to reject t heſe fel! 

Matters of Fatt, ſo ſifted, ſo examin Th and mu 

ſo b. e as no uns Matters * Fatt in e 
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| which they ſaid, they had both ten 
| handled with their Hands, &c. 
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not the thouſandth Part of their Evidence, and 
are of no Conſequence oh all to Us Veer True 
or . 
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VI. There are real other Topic le, from 
whence the Truth of the CHriſtian Religion 


is evinced to all who will Judge by Reaſon, 


and give themſelves leave to Conſider. As the 
Improbability that Ten or Twelve poor illite- 
rate Fiſhermen ſhould form a Deſign of con- 
verting the whole World to believe the De- 
luſions ; and the Impoſſibility of their effecting 
it, without Force of Arms, Learning, Ora- 
tory, or any one viſible Thing that could re- 
commend them! And to impoſe a Doctrine 
quite oppoſite to the Luſts and Pleaſures of 


Men, and all worldly Advantages, or Enjoy- 
| ments And this in an Age of lo great Learn- 
ing, and Sagacity as that wherein the Goſpel 
was firſt Preach'd! That theſe Apoſtles ſhould 


not only undergo all the Scorn and Contempt, 

but the ſevereſf Perſecutions, and moſt cruel | 
Deaths that could be inflicted, in Atteſtation 
to what themſel ves knew to be a meer Deceit 
and Forgery of their own Contriving! Some 


have ſuffer'd for Errors which they thought 


to be Truth: But never any for what them- 
ſelves knew to be Lies. And the Apoſtles 
muſt know what they taught to be Lies, if 
it was ſo, becauſe they ſpoke of thoſe things 


AE, iv. 20. 


6 11 Job, i. I. 
Neither 


and Heard, had looked upon, and 
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ever haye been brought to do this. 
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Neither can it be ſaid, that they, perhaps, 


might have propos d ſome temporal Advanta- 
ges to themſelves, but miſs'd of them, and 


met with Sufferings inſtead of them: For, 


if it had been ſo, it is more than probable, 


that when they ſaw their Diemen, 


they would have diſcoyer'd their Conſpiracy; 
eſpecially when they might not have only 
ſav'd their Lives, but got great Rewards for 
That not one of them fhould 


But this is not all. For they tell us that 


their Maſter. bid them expect nothing but 


Sufferings in this World. This is the Tenure 


of all chat Goſpel which they taught. And 


they told the ſame to all whom they Converted. 
So that here was no Diſappointment, 
For all that were Converted by them, were 


Converted upon the certain ExpeQation of 


Sufferings, and bidden prepare for it. Chriſt 


commanded his Diſciples to take up their 
Croſs daily and follow Him; and told them, 
that in the World they ſhould have Tribula- 
tian: That whoever did not forſake Father, 
Mother, Wife, Children, Lands, and their 


very Lives, could not be his Diſciples : That 


he who ſought to ſave his Life in this World, | 


ſhould {o/e it in the next. 


Now that this deſpiſed Doctrine of the 

Croſs. ſhould prevail ſo Univerſally. againſt 
the Allurements of Fleſb and Blood, and all 
the Blandiſhments of this World; againſt the 
W and ne of all the Kings and 


Powers 


- with the D EIS F. 


Powers of the Earth, muſt ſhew it's Original 


| to. be Divine; and its Protector Almighty, 
What is it elſe, could conquer without Arms, 
| perſuade without Rhetorick; overcome Ene- 


mies; diſarm Tyrants;z and 0 Empires 


; WICH: Opole Hon ! x 


VI. We may add to all this, cha Teſtimo- 


nies of the moſt bitter Enemies and Perſecu- 
tors of Chriſtianity, both Fews and Gentiles, 
to the Truth of the Matter of Fact of Chriſt, 
ſuch as Foſephus and Tacitus; of which the 
E Firſt fAlouriſh'd about Forty Years after the 
Death of Chri/t, and the Other about Seventy 
Tears after: 
ecxamining into the Truth, and wanted not 


So that they were capable of 


Prejudice and Malice ſufficient to have in- 


clin d them to deny the Matter of Fact it ſelf 


of Chriſt: But their Confeſſing to it, as like - 
wiſe Lucian, Celfus, Porphyry, and Julian 
the Apoſtate; the Mahometans ſince, and all 
other Euemies of Chriſtianity that have ariſen 
in the World, is an undeniable Atteſtation 


to the Truth of the Matter of Fact. 


IX. But there is another Argument more 
ſtrong and convincing than even this Matter 


| of Tati. More than the Certainty of what I 


ſee with my Eyes. And which the Apoſtle 
Peter call'd a more ſure Word, that is, Proof 


chat what he ſaw and heard upon the Holy 


Mount, when our Bleſſed Saviour was Trans. 


Hurd . him and two other of the 


Apoſtles : 
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; Apoſtles: For having repeated that Paſſage as 
23 Proof of that whercof they were Eye. Mit. 
| meſſes, and heard the Voice ſrom Heaven giv- 
ing Atteſtation to our Lord Chriſt, 2 Pet. i. 
16, 17, 18. He ſays, ver. 19. Me have alſoa 
| more ſure Word of Propheſy, for the Proof of 
| this 7eſus being the Mefrah, that is the Pro. 
pbeſies which had gone before of Him, from 
the Beginning of the World; and All exaQtiy 
Haie in Him. 
Men may diſpute an Impoſit ion, or r Dela on 
up pon our out ward SJenſes.: But how can that 
be Falſe, which has been ſo long, even from 
the Beginning of the World, and ſo Often by 
all the Prophets, in ſeveral Ages forctold ; 
how can this be an Impoſition, or a Forgery? 
his is particularly inſiſted on, in the Me- 
thod with the Jews. And even the Deiſts 
muſt confeſs, that that Book We call the 0% 
Teſtament, was in being, in the Hands of the 
Zews long before our davidur came into the 
World. And if they will be at the Pains to 
compare the Prapbeſies that are there of the 
Meſſiah, with the Fulfilling of them, as to 
Time, Place, and all other Circumſtances, in 
the Perſon, Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection, 
and Aſcenſian of our Bleſſed Saviour, will 
find this Proof what our Apoſtle here calls it, 
4 Light ſhining in a dark Place, until the 
Day dawn, and the Day-ſftar ariſe in your 
Hearts. Which God grant. Here 1 is i 
Mar of Daa, or Impeſture - 
1 io io oui ban mil 9160159. Old 


Old Propheczes, (and all fo agreeing) cou'd 
not have been contrived to countenance a 
new: Cheat : And nothing cou d be a Cheat, 
that cou'd fulfill all theſe. 

For this therefore I refer the Deiſts to the 
Method with the Jews. - 

I deſire them likewiſe to look there, SebZ. 
XI. and conſider the Prophecies given ſo long 
ago, of which they ſee” the Fulfilling at this 
Day, with their own Eyes, of the State of 
the Fews, for many Ages paſt, and at preſent ; 
without a King or Prieſt, or Temple, or 
Sacrifice, ſcattered to the tour Winds, Srfted 
as with a Jzeve, among all Nations; yet pre- 


| ſerved, and always lo. to be, a diſtin Peo— 


ple from all others of the whole Earth. Where- 
as thoſe Mighty Monarchies which Oppreſſed 
the Fews, and which Commanded the World, 


in their Turns; and had the greateſt Human 
; Proſpect of Perpetuity, were to be extin- 
| guiſhed, as they have been, even that their 


Names ſhould, by blotted out from under 
Heaven. | 

As likcwiſe, "That, as . of o our 
Bleſſed Saviour, concerning the Preſervation 
and Progreſs of the Chriſtian Church, when 
in her Swaddling Cloaths, conſiſting only of 


l a few: poor Fiſbermen. Not by the Sword, 


as that of Mahomet, but under. al! the Perſe- 


cution of Men and Hell; vhicks yet ſhould not 


prevail againſti Her. 
But though I offer theſe, as. not to be 


lighted, by. the Dain, to wbb. they can 


% * 


11 ſhew 


2111 
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ſhew nothing equal in all prophane Hiſto- 
ry; and in which it is impoſlible any Cheat 


can lie; yet I put them not upon the ſame 
Foot as the Prophecies before-mentioned of 


the Marks and Coming of the Meſſiah, which 


| have been ſince the World began. 


And that General Expectation of the whole 
Earth, at the Time of His Coming, inſiſted 
upon in the Method with the Jews, Seat. V. 


is Greatly to be Notic'd. 


But, I ſay, the foregoing Prophecies of our $4 
viour, are ſo ſtrong a Proof, as even Miracles 


would not be ſufficient to break their Authority. 


I mean, if it were poſſible that a True Miracle 


coals be wrought, in contradiction to them. For 


that would be for God to contraditt Himſelf, 
but no Sign, or Wonder, that could po 


ſibly be ſolv'd, ſhould ſhake this Evidence. 


It is this that keeps the Jews in their Ob- 


ſtinacy. Though they cannot deny the Mat- 
ters of Fact done by our Bleſſed Saviour, to 


be truly Miracles, if ſo done as ſaid. Nor 
can they deny that they were ſo done, be- 


cauſe they have all the Four Marks before | 


mentioned. Yet they cannot yield! Why! 


Becauſe they think that the Goſpel is in con- 
tradiction to the Law. Which, if it were, 
the Conſequence would be unavoidable, that 
Both cou'd not be True. To ſolve this, is 


the Buſineſs of the Method with the Fetus. 


But the Contradiction which they ſuppoſe, is 


in their Comments that they put upon the 
Lau eſpecially they ld — Ful- 
lling 


the Fews. 
with the 
for 
| ons to draw their Original from the Fews, 
| whole are the Fathers, and from whom, as 
concerning the Fleſh, Chriſt came. 
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dun of thoſe Promiſes of the Reftauration 
of Feruſalem, and outward Glories ofrghe 


Church, of which there is ſuch frequentnen- 


tion in the Books of Moſes, the Pſalms, and 
all the Prophets. And many Chriſtians do 
expect the ſame; and take thoſe Texts as Li- 
terally as the Fews do. We do Believe and 
Pray for the Converſion of the Jews. For 
this End they have been ſo miracuouſly Pre- 


| ſery'd, according to the Prophecies ſo long 
before of it. 
| come, as they are the moſt Honourable and 
Ancient of all the Nations on the Earth, 
| ſo will their Church Return to be the Mother 
| Chriſtian Charch as ſhe was at Firſt; And 
Rome muſt Surrender to Feruſalem, Then 
| all Nations will Flow thither; and even E- 
Se kiel s Temple may be Literally Built There, 
in the Metropolis of the whole Earth; which 
Jeruſalem muſt be, when the Fulneſs of the 


And when that Time; ſhall 


Gentzles, ſhall meet with the Converſion of 
For no Nation will then contend 


Supremacy. All Nations will be ambiti- 


Then will be fulfill'd that outward Gran- 
deur and Reſtaraution of the Fews and of Fe- 


ruſalem, which they expect, purſuant to the 
| Prophecies. _ 
They pretend not that this is limited. to 


any 8 cular Time of the Reign of the Meſ- 
D 2 ſiah. 


Jews, nor Church with Jeruſalem 
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ah. They are ſure it will not be at the be. 
ginrüng; for they expect to go thro great 
6 s and Tyyals with their Meſſiab, (as 
the Chriſtian Church has done) before his Fi- 
nal Conqueſt, and that they come to Reign 
with him. So that this is no Obſtruction to 
their Embracing o, Chriſtianity, They ſee 
the ſame things fulfill'd in us, which they ex. 
pect Themſelves 5 and We hos oe the lame 


1 they do. 


I tell this to the Deiſts, leſt they: may 
think that the Jews have ſome ſttonger Ar: 
guments than they know of; That they are 
not perſuaded by the Mirarles of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, and by the fulfilling of all the Pro. 
pheſies in him, that were m Wa A. 
the Meſſiah. 1 

As I faid before, 1 wou'd not plead even 
Miracles againſt theſe. 


And if this is lafficient to perſuade a PR i 
it is mach» more ſo to a Deiſt, who labour N 


not under theſe Objections. 70 


Beſides, I wou'd not ſeem to claſh with f 
high (in a ſound Senſe) reaſonable Caution, 
us d by Chriſtian Writers, not to put the] 
lIlſſue of the Truth wholly upon Miracles, with- 


out this addition, when not done in Contra: 


diction to the Revelations alrcady given in | 


the Holy Scriptures. + 


And they do.it upon this Conſideration, | 
That tho' it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
in contra 


God wou'd work a real Miracle, 


4iftlon to what he has cad Reveal d: yet, 
Men ; 


; 1 5 


— 
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Men may be impos'd upon by Falſe: and 


(as there are many Examples, (eſpecially in the 
Fi | Church of Rome) and ſo may be ſhaken in the 
5! Faith, if they keep not to the Holy Scriptures 
to 25 their Rule. 

ſee | We are told, 2 Theſſ.. xi. 9. of him whoſe 
ex coming is after the working of Satan, with 
me all Power, and SIgns, and Lying-wonders. 


And Rev. xiii. 14. Xvi. 14. and xix. 20. of 


nay W the Devil, and Falſe. Prophets working Mi- 
Ar- : racles. But the Word, in all theſe Places, 
are is only Tue Signs, that is, as it is render'd, 


ſed Matth. xxv. 24. which, tho' ſometimes it may 


ro. be us d to ſignific Real Miracles, yet not al- 


ing ways, not in theſe Places. For though every 


Airacle be a Sign and a Wonder, yet every 
ven Sn, or Wonder, is not a nk. 


u, * Here it may be proper to conſider a 


ours W common Topicł of the Deiſts, who when 


they are not able to ſtand out againſt the Evi- 


vith ; dence of Fact, that ſuch and er Miracles 


10, have been done: then turn about, and deny 
| the Z ſuch Things to be Miracles, at leaſt, That we 
vith-W can never be Sure whether apy wonderful 


tra- Thing that is ſhewn to us, be a True or a 
108 F alſe. Miracle. ö 


And the Great Argument they 90 upon; 


tion, is this, That a Miracle being that which ex- 
that] ceeds the Power of Nature. We cannot 
ntræ know what exceeds it, unleſs. we knew the 
vet, utmoſt Extent of the Power of Nature: And 


Seeming Miracles, and Pretended Revelations, 
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no Man pretends to know that; therefore, 
that no Man can certamly know whether any 
Event be miraculous. And, conſequently, 


he may be cheated in his Judgment 0 
True and Falſe- Miracles. 


To which 1 anſwer, That Men may be fa 


Cheated. And there are many Examples of it. 
But that though we may not always Know 
when we arc Cheated, yet we can Certainly 
tell, in many Caſes, when we are not Cheated. 
For though we do not know the utmoſt 
, Extent of the Power of Nature, perhaps, in 
any One Thing: Yet it does not follow, that 
we know not the Nature of any thing, in 
ſome meaſure; and that certainly too. For 


Example, though I do not know the utmoſt 


Extent of the Power of Fire, yet I Certain- 
ly know, That it is the Nature of Fire to 
burn, And that when proper Fewel is ad- 
miniſtred to it, it is Contrary to the Nature 
of Fire not to Conſume it. Therefore, if I 


ſee Three Men taken off the Strect, in their 


common wearing Apparel, and without any 
Preparation, ein into the midſt of a Burning 
Fiery Furnace; and that the Flame was 10 
Fierce, that it Burnt up thoſe Men that 
threw them in; and yet that theſe who were 


thrown in, ſhould walk up and down in the 


Bottom of the Furnace, and I ſhou'd ſee a 
Fourth Perſon with them of Glorious Ap 
ance, like the Son of God. And that theſe 
Men ſhou'd come up again out of the Fur- 
Pace, without any harm, or ſo much as the 


pear- 


1 | Smell 
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Smell of Fire upon themſelves, or their 

Cloaths, I coud not be decciv'd in thinking 

there was a Stop put to the Nature of Fire, 

as to theſe Men; and that it had its Effect 

_ the Men whom it Burned, at the ſame 
ime. 

Again, Tho! cannot tell how Wonderful 
and Sudden an Increaſe of Corn might be 
produc'd by the Concurrence of many Cauſes, 
as a Warm Climate, the Fertility of the Soil, 
&c. Yet this I'can Certainly know, That there 
is not that Natural Force in the Breach of 
two or three H/ords, ſpoken to multiply one 
ſmall Loaf of Bread, ſo faſt, in the Break- 
ing of it, as Truly and Really, not only in 
Appearance and Shew to the Eye, but to fill 
the Belles of ſeveral Thouſand hungry Per- 
ſons ; and that the Fragments ſhou'd be much 
more than the Bread was at firſt. 

So neither in a Word ſpoken, to raiſe the 
Dead, cure Diſeaſes, &c. 

Therefore, though we know not the ut⸗ 
moſt Extent of the Power of Nature; yet 
we can certainly know what is Contrary to 
the Nature of ſeveral ſuch Things as we do 
Know. 
nc therefore, though we may be Cheated 
and impos d upon in many Seeming-Miracles 
and Wonders ; yet there are ſome Things, 
wherein we may be Certain. 

But further, the Deiſts acknowledge a 
God, of an Almighty Toners who made all 
ne, 

D 4 . Vet 
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vet they would put it out of his Power, to 
make any Revelation of his Will to Mankind. 

For if we cannot be Certain of any Miraclo, 

How :ſhou'd : we know when God ſent any 
thing Extraordinary to us? 
Nay, How ſhou'd we know the Ordinary 
Power of Nature, if we knew not what ex- 
ceeded it ? If we knew not what is Natural, 

How do we know there is ſuch a thing as Na- 
ture; That all is not Supernatural, all Miracles, 
and ſo diſputable, till we come to downright 


Scepticiſm, and doubt the Certainty of our 


outward Senſes, whether we See, Hear, Or 
Feel; or all be not a miraculous Illuſion! 
Which, becauſe I know the Deiſts are not 
inclin'd to do, therefore I will return to pur- 
ſuc my Argument upon the Conviction of our 
' eutrward Senſes. Deſiring only this, That they 
wou'd allow, the Senſes of other Men to be 
as Certain as their own. 


Certainiy of their own. 
XI. Tb from * Gs been ſaid, 


the Cauſe is ſumm'd up ſhortly in this, That 
tho' we cannot See what was done before 


our Time, yet by the Marks which 1 have 
laid down concerning the Certainty of Mat- 
ters of Fact done before our Time, we may 


be as much aſſur'd of the Truth of em, as if 
we ſaw them with our Eyes; becauſe what- 
ever Matter of Hact has all the Four Marks 
| bcfore-mention'd, cou d never have been In- 
| vented 


Which they cannot 
refuſe, fince without this, they can have no 
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vented and Received but upon the Conviction 


of the outward Senſes of all thoſe who did 


Receive it, as before is demonſtrated. And 


therefore this Topick which I have choſen, 


does ſtand upon the Conviction even of Mens 
outward Senſes. And ſince you have con- 


fin d me to one Topick, 1 have not inſiſted 


upon the 0 which I have only nam'd, 


XII. And now it lies upon the Deiſts, i 
they wou'd appear as Men of Reaſon, to ſhew 


ſome Matter of Fact of former Ages, which 
they allow to be True, that has greater Evi- 


dence of its Truth, than the Matters of Fatt 
of Moſes and of Chriſt: Otherwiſe they can- 
not, with any ſhew of Reaſon, reject the one, 


and yet admit of the other. 
But, I have given them greater Latitude 


x than this, for J have ſhewn. ſuch Marks of 
the Truth of the Matters of Fact of Moſes 


and of Chrift, as no other Matters of Fatt 


of thoſe Times, however True, have, but 


theſe only: And I put it upon them toſhew 
any Forgery that has All theſe Marks. 


This is a ſhort Iſſue. Keep them cloſe to 


this. This determines the Cauſe all ar once. 


Let them produce their Apollonius Danæus, 
| whoſe Life was put into Engliſh by the exe- 
j FROG * e Aae and compar d with all 
; | the 


* The Hand of that 9 wbich 4 write ſuch outragi: 
025 Blaſphemy againſt bis Maker, the Divine Vengeance has 


Cad * like Fudgment has — others) but that the 
T heiſtcal- 


made his own Executioner. Which 1 wou'd not haue mentioned 
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Theiſtical- Club, have ſet this up as a Principle ; and printed a 
Vindication of this ſame Blount, for murdering of himſelf, by 


2 
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the Wit and Malice he was Maſter of, to the 


Life and Miracles of our Bleſſed Saviour. 
Let them take Aid from all the Legends 


in the Church of Rome, thoſe Piaus Cheats, 
the ſoreſt Diſgraces of Chriſtianity; and 


which have bid the faireſt, of any one Con. 


trivance, to overturn the Certainty of the Mi. 


racles of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and whole 
Truth of the Goſpel, by putting them all 
upon the fame Foot; at leaſt, they are ſo un- 
derſtood by the generality of their Devorees, 
tho Diſown'd and Laugh d at by the Learn 
ed, and Men of Jenſe among them. _ 

Let them Pick and Chuſe the moſt 


probable of all the Fables of the Heathen 
Deities, and ſee if they can find in any of 
theſe, the Four Marks before- mention d. 


Otherwiſe let them ſubmit to the Irrefra- 


gable Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion. 


III. But if, notwithſtanding of all that is 
ſaid, the Deiſts will ſtill contend, That all 
this is but Prieſt. Craft, the Invention of 


Prieſts, for their own Profit, &. then they 


will give us an Idea of Prieſts, far different 
ee e e ee een 


—— 
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way of Juſtification of Self. murder. Which ſome of them bave ſince, 
as well as formerly, bor idiy prattis d upon themſelves. Therefore 
this is no common Judgment to which they are deliver d, but a 
viſible Mark ſet upon them, to ſhew how far God bas forſaken 
them; and as à Caution to all Chriſtians, to beware of them, 
ard not to come near the Tents of theſe wicked Mep, left the) 
periſh in their Deſtruction, both of Soul and Body. 
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from what they intend : For then we muſt 
look upon theſe Prieſts, not only as the 


| Cunningeſt and Wiſeſt of Mankind, but we ſhall 


be tempted to adore them as Deities, who 
have ſuch Power, as to impoſe, at their Plea- 
ſure, upon the Senſes of Mankind to make 


them believe, that they had praftis'd ſuch Pub. 


lick Inſtitutions, Enacted them by Laws, 
Taught them to their Children, &c. when they 
had never done any of theſe Things, or ever 
ſo much as hcard of them before : And then, 
upon the Credit of their Believing that they 


had done ſuch Things as they never did, to 
| make them further Believe, upon the fame 


Foundation, whatever they pleas'd to impoſe 


upon them, as to Former Ages: I ay, ſuch a 


Power as this, muſt exceed all that is Human; 


and, conſequently, make us rank theſe Prieſts 
far above the Condition of Mortals. 


2, Nay, this were to make them out-do all 


that has ever been related of the Infernal 
| Powers: For though their Legerdemain has 


extended to deceive ſome unwary Beholders; 
and their Power of working ſome ſeeming 
Miracles has been great, yet it never reach'd, 
nor ever was ſuppos'd to reach ſo far, as 
to deceive the Senſes of all Mankind, in 
Matters of ſuch Publick and Notorious 
Nature as thoſe of which we now ſpeak, to 
make them believe, that they had enacted 
Laws for ſuch Publict Obſervances, con- 
tinually Practis'd them, Taught them to their 
Children, and had been Inſtructed in them 

themſelves, 


mighty has done ſince the Foundation of the 


5. o We, or Smell? whereas Tranſubſtan- 
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themſelves, from their Chi/dhood, if they had 


never Enafted, Prattis e aught, or 4 oa 
Taught ſuch Things. 


3. And as this exceeds all he Power of Hell 
and Devils, fo is it more than ever God Al. 


World. None of the Miracles that He has 
ſhewn, or Belief which He has requir'd to any 


thing that he has Reveal d, has cy cr Contra- ſe] 
dicted the outward Senſes of any one Man an 
in the World, much leſs of all Mankind to- ſuc 
gether. For Miracles being Appeals to our 
| outward Senſes, if they ſhould overthrow the 5 
Certainty of our outward Senſes, muſt de- m 
ſtroy, with it, all their own Certainty, as to ſe: 
us; ſince we have no other way to judge of aſt 
a Miracle exhibited to our Senſes, than upon i 
the Suppoſition of the Certamty of our Senſes, ch 
upon which we give credit to a Miracle, gr 
that is ſhewn to our Senſes. _ wy 
4. This, by the way, is a yet unanſweres ' 
Argument againſt the Miracle of Tranſubſtan- oh 
| {iation, and ſhews the Weakneſs of the De- th 
fence which the Church of Rome offers for th 
it, (from whom the Socinians have lick'd it &“ 
up, and, of late, have Glory'd much in it Fx 
amongſt us) That the Doctrines of the Trinity, 5 
or Incarnation, contain as great ſeeming Ab- 8 
ſurdities as that of Tranſubſtantiation: For I 1. 
 wou'dask, Which of our Senſes it is which tk 
the Doctrines of the Trinity or Incarnation do ſe 
gontradict? Is it our Seeing, Hearing, Feel. V 


© rration 
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tiation does contradict all of theſe. Therefore 


the Compariſon is exceedingly ſhort, and out 


of purpoſe. But to Return. 

If the Chriſtian Religion be a Cheat, and 
nothing elſe but the Invention of Prieſts ; ;and 
carry'd on by their Craft, it makes their 
Power and Wiſdom greater; than that of Men, 


Angels, or Devils; and more than God Him- 
| ſelf ever yet ſhew'd or expreſsd, to Deceive 


and Impoſe upon the Senſes of Mankind, in 


ſuch Publick and Notorious Matters * Fact. 


XIV. And this Miracle, which the Deiſts 
muſt run into to avoid theſe recorded of Mo-. 


| ſes and Chriſt, is much greater, and more 
| aſtoniſhing than all the Scriptures tell of Them. 


So that theſe Men, who laugh at all Mira- 


cles, are now oblig'd to account for the 


greateſt of all, how the Senſes of Mankind 


cou'd be impos'd . in ſuch Fenn Mat- 
ters of Fact. 


And how then can they make the Prieſts 


the moſt contemptible of all Mankind, ſince 


they make Them the ſule Authors of this the 
greateſt of Miracles. 


XV. And ſince the Deiſts theſe Men of 
Senſe and Reaſon) have to wile and mean an 
Idea of the Prieſts of all Religions, why do 

they not recover the World out of the Po/ſ- 


| ſeſſion and Government of ſuch Blockheads 2 


Why do they ſuffer Kings and States to be 
ted by Them; to eſtabliſh their _— by 
AW, 
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Laws, and inflict Penalties upon the Op. 


poſers of them? Let the Deiſts try their 
Hands; they have been trying, and are now 
buſie about it. And free Liberty they have. 
Vet have they not prevail'd, nor ever yet did 
prevail in any Civitiz'd or Cenerous Nation. 
And tho' they have ſome Inrodes among the 


Hotentots, and ſome other the moſt Brutal 


Part of Mankind, yet are they till exploded, 
and Prieſts have and do prevail againſt them, 
among not only the Greateſt, but Be Part of 
the World, and the man Glorious for 1, 


eee and Mar. 


XVI. For as the Devil dogs ape 'Ged, in 


His Inſtitutions of Religion; His Feaſts, Fa. 
criſices, &c. ſo likewiſe in His Prieſts, with- 
out whom, no Religion, whether True or 
Falſe, can ſtand. 
Corruption of the True. 


Falſe Religion is but a 
The True was be - 
fore it; though it be follow d cloſe 1 the 


Heels. 54; 5 
The * ak to Moſes, is . 


than any History extant in the Heathen World. 


The Heathens, in Imitation of him, pretend- 


ed, likewiſe, to their Revelations: But I 


5 have given thoſe Marks which diſtinguiſh them 
from the True : None of them have thoſe Four 


Marks before · mention d. 
Now the Deiſts think All Revelations to 
be equally Pretended, and a Cheat: and the 


Prieſts of all Religions to be the fame Con- 
Nu and Jugglers ; and therefore they pro- 


claim 
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claim War equally againſt all; and are equally 


engag d to bear the Brunt of all. 

And if the Conteſt be only betwixt the 
Deifts and the Prieſts, which of them are 
the Men of the greateſt Parts and Senſe, let 
the Effects determine it; and let the Deiſte 


yield the Victory to their Conquerors, who by 


their own Confeſſion, = all the World be- 


forc them. 


XVII. If the Deifts ſay, That this is be · 


cauſe all the World are Blockheads, as well 


as thoſe Prieſts who govern them; that all 


| arc Blockheads, except the Deiſts, who vote 
themſelves only to be Men of Senſe. 


This, 
(beſides the Modeſty of it) will ſpoil their 


great and beloved Topick, in behalf of what 


they call Natural Religion, againſt the Re- 
veul d, VIS, appealing to the Common Rea- 


ſin of Mankind: This they ſet up againſt. 


Revelation ; think this to be ſufficient for all 


the uſes of Nen, here or hereafter, (if there be 


any after State) and therefore that there is no 
uſe of Revelation: This Common Reaſon they 


advance as Infallible, at leaſt, as the ſureſt 


Guide, yet now cry out upon it, when it turns 


a gainſt them; when this Common Reaſon runs 


after Revelation, (as it always has done) then 
Common Reaſon is a Beaſt, and we muſt look | 
for Reaſon, not from the Common Jentiments 
of — 2 but "Oy e + err _ 


Belt, 
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XVII. Therefore, wy hes Dei 3 1 a. 
void the Mortification, (which will be very 
uncaſie to them) to yield. and ſubmit to be 
Subdu'd and Hew'd down before the Prieſts, 
whom of all Mankind, they Hate and Deſpiſe; 
if they would avoid this, let them confeſs, 
as the Truth is, That Religion is no Inventi- 
on of Prieſts, but of Divine Original: That 
Prieſts were Inſtituted by the fame Author 
of Religion; and that their Order is a Perpe- 
tual and Living Monument of the Matters 
of Fact of their Religion, Inſtituted from the 
Time that ſuch Matters of Fact were. ſaid to 
be donc as the Levites from Moſes; the 
Apoſtles, and ſucceeding Clergy, from Chriſt, 
to this Day. That no Heathen Prieſts can 
lay the ſame: They were not appointed by 
the Gods whom they ſerved, but by others in 
after Ages: They cannot ſtand the Teſt of 
the Four Rules before · mentioned, which the 
Chriſtian Prieſts can do, and they only. Now 
the Chriſtian Prieſthood, as Inſtituted by 
Chriſt Himſelf, and continud by Succeſſion to 
this Day, being as Impregnable and Flagrant 
a Teſtimony to the Truth of the Maiters of 
Fatt of Chriſt, as the Sacraments, or any 
other Publick Iuſtitutions: Beſides that, if the 
Prieſthood were taken away, the Sacraments, 
and other. Publick Inſtitutions, which arc | 
| adminiſtred by their Hands, muſt fall with 
them; Therefore the Devil has been bebe 
bufie 
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böller and bent his greateſt Force, in all Ages, 
againſt the Prieſthood, knowing, that if That 
goes n, All goes with it. 1 
XIX. Wich thi Dee, in this Cauſe, are 
join'd the Quakers, and other of our Difſen- 
ters, Who throw off the SFucceſſion of our 
Prieſi hood, (by which only it can be demon- 
ſtrared) together with the Sacraments and pub. 


litk Feſtiuals. And if the Devil could have 


prevail'd to have theſe dropt, the Chriſtian 


Religion would loſe the moſt Undeniable and 
| Demonſtrative Proof for the Truth of the 


Matter of Fact of our Saviour, upon which 
the Truth of his Doctrine does depend. There- 
fore we may lee the Artifice and Malice of 
the Devil, in all theſe Attempts. And let 
thoſe wretched Inſtruments whom he 1815 
rant iy, (and ſome, by a miſguided Zeal) has 
deluded. thus to undermime Chriſtianity, now 
at laſt look back and ſee the Snare in which 
they have been taken: For if they had pre- 
vail'd,” or ever {hon'd, Chriſtianity dies with 
them. At leaſt, it will be render d precarious, 


| as thing of which no Certain Proof can be. 


given. Therefore let thoſe! of them, who 


have any Zeal for the Truth, bleſs God that 


they have not prevail'd; and quickly leave 

cba and let all others be aware of them. 
And let us Conſider and Honour the Priel. 

dns Facraments, and other Publick Inſtitu- 


; totes vf Cd, not only: as, Means of Grace, 


5 its 1211 f 1 E 4 4 and 
* » K 
t : ? 
' „ 


—— — —̃ꝓ—E—P——Q— —— IS ” 2A + 5 ”= + — —ÜÄ—UEꝑñä—ä— — ret ᷣ — s TD . rr rr nm © + "Int — —— 


* 50 A ben an Buſ on 


and Helps to Devotion, but as the Great E. 
viaence of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Such Ewidences as no pretended Revelation 
| ever had, or can have. Such as do plainly 
diſtinguiſh it from all fooliſh Legends and 
Os wharſocyer. 


XX. 4 now, laſt af all, ifo one Word of 
Ade would not be loſt, upon Men who 
think ſo unmeaſurably of themſelves, as the 
Deiſts, you may repreſent to them, what a 
Condition they are in, who ſpend that bij 
and Senſe, which God has given them, in 
Kidiculing the Greateſt of His Bleſſings, His 
Revelations of Chriſt, and by Chriſt, + to Re- 
deem thoſe from Eternal Miſery, who ſhall 
Believe. in Him, and Obey His Laws. And 
that God, in His Wonderful Mercy and Wiſ 
dom, has ſo Guarded His Revelations, as that 
it is paſt the Power of Men or Devils to 
Counterfeit: And that there is no Denying 
of them, unleſs we will be ſo abſurd, as to 
deny not only the Reaſon, but the Certainty 
of the outward Senſes, not only of. One; ot 
Two, ot Three;.but of Mankind in General. 
That this Cafe is fo very Plain, that nothing 
but want of Thought can hinder any to dil- 
cover it. That — muſt y icid it to be ſo 
Plain, unleſs: they can hes ſome Forgery, 
| which has all the Fonr' Marks, before ſet 
|| «down. But if they cannot do this, they muſt 
iE quit their Cauſe, and yield a Happy Victory 
| over themſelves: Or elſe fit down under all 
[ 5 that 


| a Compals: 
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that Ignominy, with which they have loaded 
the Prieſts, of being, not only the moſt Per- 
nicious, but (what will gall them more) the 
moſt Inconſiderate, and Inconſiderable of Man- 
kind. 

Therefore, let them not think it an Un— 
dervaluing of their WHorthineſs, that their 
whole Cauſe is compriſed within fo narrow 
And no more Time beſtow'd 
upon it than it is worth. 


But let them, rather, reflect, how far they 
have been all this Time from Chriſtianity; 


| whoſe Rudiments they are yet to learn! How 
far from the Way of Salvation! How far the 


Race of their Lives is run, befare they have 
{ct one Step in the Road to Heaven. And 
therefore, how much Diligence they ought to 


| uſe, to redeem all that Timc they have loſt, leſt 


they loſe themſelves for ever; and be con- 
vinc'd, by a dreadful Experience, when it is 


too late, That the Goſpet i is a Truth, and of 
| the laſt Conſequence. 


2 ALETTER 
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A IN from the AuThor 
of the Short Method wth 
_ the Deiſts and Jews. 


IR, I have 1 over your en with 

great Satisfaction, and I heartily bleſs 
God with yon, and for you, that He has had 
Mercy upon you, and open'd your Eyes, to 
ſce the wondrous Things of his Law, to con- 
vince you of thoſe irrefragable Proofs He has 
afforded for the Truth and Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, ſuch as no other Writing 
upon Earth can pretend to, and which are in- 
compatible with any Forgery or Deceit, He 
has given you likewiſe that True Spirit of 
Repentance to bring forth the Fruits thereof, 
that is, to make what Satisfaction you can 
for the Injuries you have done to Religion, 
by anſwering what has been publiſh'd for- 
merly by your ſelf againſt it, and being con. 
verted, you, endeayour to ben your 
Brethrer, . _. | 


1 Creation. "py 
Du have laid the truc Foundation of the 
Being of Gog, againſt the Atheiſt: Of His 


Creation 
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Creation of the World, and Providence, againſt 
the Aſſerters of blind Chance. If all be Chance, 
then their Thoughts are ſo too, and there's no 


Reaſoning or Argument in the World. 


Others, becauſe they know not what to ſay, 


ſuppoſe the World, and all Things in it, to 


have been from Eternity, and to have gone 
on, as now, in a conſtant Succeſſion, of Mer 
begetting Men, Trees ſpringing from Trees, 


| &c. without any Beginning. 


But if it was always as it is now, then e- 
very Thing had a Beginning, every Man, Bird, 
Beaſt, Tree, &c. And what has a Beginning, 


cannot be without a Beginning. 


Therefore as it is evident, that nothing can 


make itſelf, it is equally evident, that a "Suc- 


ceſſion of Things made, muſt have a Beginning. 
A Succeſſion of Beginnings cannot be without 
a Beginning; for that wou'd be literally a 
Beginning without a Beginning, which is a 


| Contradiction in Terms. 


II. Provi dence. 


kad to » deelþ Provides: in the 25 Cauſe, 
is the denying of a God: Whence had we 


our Providence: For we find we have a ro- 
vidence to forecaſt and contrive how to pre- 


ſerve and govern that which we male or ac- 
quire : Therefore there muſt be a Providence 
much more eminently in God, to preſerve and 


govern all the Works which He has made, He 


that made the Eye, does he not ſte“ And 
E 3 ._ 
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He who put Providence into the Heart of 
Alan, has He none Himſelf, 


And the Glory of his Viſdom and Power 


| ſeems greater to-us, in the Acts of His Pro- 
vidence, than even in thoſe of Creation, eſpe- 


cially in His Governing the Actions of Free- 


Agents, without taking from them the Free- 


dom of their Will to do as they liſt, and 
turning their very Evil into Good, by the Al. 


5 mightineſs of His Wiſdom. We ſce great Part 


of this every Day before our Eyes, in His 
turning the Counſels of the Wiſe into Fooliſp- 
neſs, and trapping the Mieted in the Works 
of their own Hands. This ſtrikes us more ſen- 


ſibly, and is nearer to us than the making 
of a Tree or a Star; and we feel that over- 


ruling Power in His Providence, which we 
contemplate in His Creation. 


When the Sins of Men are increasd to pro- 
voke God to take Vengeance, He permits the 


Spirit of Fury to incline their Wills to. War, 
and Deſtruction of each other, and Nat ion 
riſe up againſt Nation; and when in his 
Mercy he thinks the Puniſhment is ſufficient, 
he calms their Rage, like the Roaring of the 
Sea, and there is Peace, And they are ſo 
Free- Agents in all this, that they. think it is 
all their own doing; and fo really it is, tho' 


under the unſeen Direction of a Superior 
Power, 


But not only in the Publick Tranſactions 
of the World, His Providence is obſervable; 


there is no Mau, Who has taken Notice of 
„ his 
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| his own Life, but muſt find it as to his very 
private Affairs, a Thought ſometimes darting 
into his Mind, to rid him out of a Di/culty, 
or ſhew him an Advantage, which he cou'd 
not find in much conſidering before. At other 
Times a Man's Mind is to clouded, as if his 
Eyes were ſhut, that he cannot, ſee his Way : 
Again, ſeveral Avents which he thought moit 
Funeſt, and his utter Ruin, hc finds after- 
wards to be much for the %, and that he 
had been undone, if that had not happen'd 
which he fear d. On the other Hand, many 
Things which he thought for his great Be- 
nefit, he has found to be for his Hurt. This 
ſhews a Providence, which ſees further than 
we can, and diſpoſes all our Actions, tho 
done in the full Freedom of our own Will, 
to what Events, either Good or Bad for us, 
as He 1 82 


III. Revelation 


But theſe Conſiderations from the Creation 
and Providence, tho' Admirable and Glorious, 
| are within the Oracles of Reaſon, and are but 
Earthly Things, in Compariſon of thoſe Hea- 
venly Things, which God has revcal'd to Man 
at ſundry Times, and in divers Manners, and 
are recorded in the Holy Scriptures, and which 
otherwiſe it was impoſſible for Man to have 
known, For what Man is be 

| Thatcanknow the Counſel of God? 9 8 ix. 13 

* Who can think what the Will We RE 
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of. the Lord is? For the Thoughts of mortal 
Men are miſerable, and our Devices are but 
uncertain; for the corruptible Body preſſeth 


down the Saul, and the earthly Tabernacle 


weigheth down the Mind that muſeth upon 
many Things; and hardly do we gueſs aright 
at Things that. are upon Earth, and with La- 
bour do we find Things that are before us: But 


the Things that are in Heaven, who hath 
ſearched out ? 


This then muſt be vis: the Subject of 


Revelation ; but when the Deiſt is come 


thus ſar, he is enter'd into a wide Field; for 
all Religions, Jewiſh, Heathen, Chriſtian, 


and Mahometan, pretend to Revelation for 


their Original. 
To clear this Point, was the Deſign of the 


Short Method with the Deiſts, which gave. 
the firſt Opportunity to our Converſation, 
The Heathens and Mahometan Religions 


not only want thoſe Marks (there ſet down) 
which aſcertain the Truth of Fact, but 
their Morals and Worſbip are impure, and in- 


conſiſtent with the Attributes of God ; as the 
Indulgence of Fornication, and Uncleaneſs 


among the Heathen, and their Human Sacri- 


 fices, (moſt abhorrent to. the God of Holineſs 
and Mercy) and the filthy Obſcenity of their 
very Sacra; beſides the great Defect of their 
Morals, which knew no ſuch Thing as Humi- 
lity, Forgiveneſs. of Injuries, Loving their 


Enemies, and returning Good for Evil. Some 
of their Philoſophers ſpoke Wn revenging 


_ 


a Vice, and Abjection of Spirits. 


. 
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of Injuries, as bringing greater Injury to our- 
ſelves, or not worth the While 3 but not up- 
on the Account of Humanity and Loveto 
our Brethren, and doing them Good, tho' 
they did Evil to us; and by the Word Hu- 
militas, they meant only a Lowneſs and De- 


jection of Mind, which is a Vice; but they 
had. no Notion of it as-a Virtue, in having 


a low Opinion of one's ſelf, and in Honour 
1 ung others before us: This they thought 
You may 
ſee Pride and Self-Conceit run through all 
their Ph:/oſophy, beſides their Principle of in- 


| creaſing their Empire, by Conquering other 


Countries who did them no Harm, whom 


| they call'd Barbarians. 


Into this Claſs comes likewiſe the Senſual 


| PARADISE propos'd by Mahomet, and 


his Principle of propagating his Religion by 
the Sword. 


The Tewiſh Religion has all the Cortabnty 


of Fact, and its Morals are Good; but be- 
| cauſe of the Hardneſs of their Hearts, they 


came not up to the Primitive Purity, as in 
Caſe of Polygamy and Divorce, wherein our 
Bleſſed Saviour reduces them to the Original, 
That from the Beginning it was not ſo; and 
in ſeveral. other Caſcs mention di in his Her. 
mon upon the Mount. 

Therefore the Perfection of Morals, 300 


of the true Knowledge of God, was reſerv'd 


for the Chriſtian Religion, which has, in more 
abundant Manner, than even the Jews, the 
| infallible 
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infallible Marks of the Truth of the Facts, 
in the Multitude and Notoriety of the Mira- 
cles wrought by our Bleſſed Saviour, beyond 
thoſe of Moſes. Which fully anſwers the 
Objection of the N that Chriſt wrought 
his Miracles by elzebub.: For then, as he 
ſaid to them, By whom do your Children caſ} 
out Devils? Was it by the Spirit of God, or 
ö  Beelzebub, that Moſes and the Prophets 
1 wrought their Miracles? _ 

Then from the Purity and - Heaventine(; 
of his Doctrine, all levelld to deſtroy the 
Kingdom of Satan, thoſe wicked PRIN- 
CIPLES, and FHdolatrous WORSHIP 

which he had ſetup in the World; the other 
Anſwer of our Bleſſed Saviour concludes de- 
monſtratiwely, of a Kingdom divided againſt 
itſelf, That if Satan caſt out Satan, to pro- 
mote that Doctrine which Chriſt taught, we 
muſt alter our Notion of the Devil, and ſup- 
poſe him to be Good, and his Kingdom mult 
then be at an End; which we ſee not yet 
done, for Wi chedneſs fill Reigns in the 
World. 


IV. Object. Art 10 000 He may. 


Againſt theſe Things Reaſon has nothing ti 
to object, but then Prejudices are rais'd up 10 
againſt what. is Reveal, as being of Things Pi 


that are above our Reaſon, and out of its f1 
Reach; as oy ME ne 1 0 the ene 
Epe K 5 


in 
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In anſwer to which, we may conſider, that 
if ſuch Things were not above our Reaſon, | 
there needed no Revelation of them, but on- 
ly a bare Propoſal of them to our Reaſon, 
made by any Body, without any Authority, 
and their own PUG wau'd carry them 
through. 

In the next Place, we muſt acknowledge 
that there are many Things in the Divine 
Nature far out of the Reach of our Reaſon. 
That it muſt be ſo : For how can Finite com- 
prehend Infinite? Who can think what Eter- 
nity. is? A Duration without Beginning, or 
Succeſſion of Parts or Time! Who can fo 
much as imagine, or frame any Idea of a 
Being, neither made by itſelf, nor by any 
other? Of Onmipreſence? Of a boundleſs In- 
menlity, OE 
| Yet all this Reaſon obliges us to allow, 
as the Neceſſary Conſequences of a Firſt 


Cauſe 


And where any Thing is Eftabliſh'd upon 
the full Proof of Reaſon, there ten thouſand 
Objeftions or Difficulties, tho we cannot 


Anſwer them, are of no Force at all to over- 


throw it. Nothing can do that, but to refute 
thoſe Reaſons. upon which it is Eſtabliſp s; 
till when, the Truth and Certainty of the 
thing remains Unſbaken, tho we cannot Ex- 
plamn i it, nor ſalue che Difficulties that ariſe 
from i it. 

And. 11 f it is ſo, upon: the Point of Reaſon; 


wach more upon that of Revelation, N 
the 
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the ſubject Matter is above our Reaſon, and 
cou'd never have been found out by it. 

All to be done in that Caſe, is, to ſatisfy 
_ ourſelves of the Truth of the Fact, that ſuch 
Things were Reveal'd of God, and are no 
Impoſture. This is done, as to the Holy Scrip- 
Fares, by the Four Marks before-mention'd. 

And as to the Contradiction alledged in 
Three being One, it is no Contradiction, unleſs 
it be ſaid, that Three. are One, in the ſelf. 
ſame Reſpect: For in divers Reſpects, there 
is no Sort of Difficulty, that One may be 
Three, or Three Thouſand ; as One Army may 
conſiſt of many Thouſands, and yet it is but 
One Army : There is but One Human Nature, 
and yet there are Multitudes of Perſons who 
partake of that Nature. 

Now it is not ſaid, that the three Perſons 
in the Divine Nature are one Perſon; that 
would be a Contradiction: But it is ſaid, 
that the three Perſons are one Nature. They 
are not Three and One, in the ſame Reſpect; 
they are Three as to Perſons, and One as to 
Nature. Here is no Contradiftion. ' 

Again, that may be 2 Contradiction in one 
Nature, which is not ſo in another: For Ex- 
ample, it is a Contradittion, that à Man can 
go two Zards or Miles as ſoon as one, be- 


cauſe Two is but One and another One: Yet 


this is no Contradiction to Sight, which can 
reach a Star, as ſoon as the Top of a Chim. 
ney; and the Sun darts his Rays in one Inſtant 
from Liequeht to Earth: Dat e pe 

Fob theſe 


_ r . rere 
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mY is the Motion of Thought, to which no 
1d 
Diſtance of 7 is any Interruption ; which 
can arrive at Japan as ſoon as at a Tard's 


7 Diſtance; md can run into the Immenſi ity of 
| Poſſibilities. 
* Now there are no Wards poſſible, where- 


1 by to give any Notion ot Idea of Sight or 
Labt to a Man born Blind: And conſequent- "A 
GY 15 reconcile the Progreſs of Sight or Ligbt 
to him from being an abſolute Contradiction; it 
becauſe he. can meaſure it no otherwiſe than 1 
according to the Motions of Legs or Arms, 41th 
for he knows none other: Therefore we can- 
not charge that as a Contradiction in one 
Nature, which is ſo in another, unleſs we 
underſtand both Natures perfectly well: And ns 
therefore we cannot charge that as a Contra | | 
„cd iction in the Incomprehenſible Nature of be- 1 
ting Three and One, tho we found it to be ſo . 
N in our Nature; which we do not, becauſe, Wt 
s as before ſaid, they are not Three and One 1 
in the ſame. Reſpect. 2 
Now, let us 9 further, that tho' 
| there is no Compariſon betwixt Finite and In- 
- | Finite, yet, we have nearer Reſemblances of 


.. | the Three. and One in God, than there is of 
\ | Sizht to a Man born Blind: For there is no- 
- | thing in any. of the other four Senſes that 
1 has any Reſemblance © at all to that of Feeing, 
. or that can give ſuch a Man any Notion what- 
- r 
But we find in our own Nature, which is 


1 Wy to 0 wade after the Image of God, 2 
: very 
| 
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very near Reſemblance of His Holy Trinity, 
and of the different Operations of each of the 
Divine Perſons, 

For Example; to know a Thing Preſent, 
and to Remember what is Paſt, and to Love 
or Hate, are different Operations of our 
—_ and perform'd by different Faculties of 

Of theſe, the Underſtanding is the Fa- 
op Faculty, and gives Being to Things; as 
to Us; for what we know not, is to Us as if 
it were not: This anſwers to Creativn, From 
this Faculty proceeds the Second, that of Me- 
mory, which is a Preſerving of what the Under- 

ſtanding has Created to Us. Then the Third 
Faculty, that of the Will, which Loves of Hates, 
proceeds from Both the Other, for we cannot 
_ tue or hate what is not firſt created by the In- 
derſtanding, and preſerd d to us by the Memory. 

And tho' theſe are different Faculties, and 
their Operations Different, that the Second 
proceeds from the Firſt, or is Begotten by it; 
and the Third proceeds from the Firſt and 
Second in Conjunction, fo that one is before 

the other, in Order of Nature, yet not in 
Time; for they are all Con genial, and one 
is as ſoon in the Soul as the other; and yet 
they make not Three Souls, but One Soul, 
And tho their Operations are Different, and 
the one Proceeds from the Other, yet no 
One can Act without the Other, and they all 
Concur to every Act of Each; for in Under 
ſtanding and Remembring, there is a Concur- 


rent. Aci of the Mill to a to ſuch Un- 
3 


* 


w 5 W we. * 
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en or Remembering; ſo that no 60055 
can Att irichoud, the Other; in which Senſe, 
none is Before or After the other, nor can 
any of them Be, or Exiſt without the other. 

But what we call Faculties in the Soul, 
we call Perſons in the Godhead; becauſe 
there are Perſonal Actions attributed to Each 
of them: As that of Sending, and being . 
to take Fleſh, and be Born; &c. 

And we have no other Mord, whereby to 
Expreſs it; we ſpeak it after the Manner of 
Men; nor could we Underſtand, if we heard 
any of thoſe Un- ſpeatable | Words, which 
Expreſs the Divine Nature in its proper Eſ. 
ſence ; therefore we muſt make Allowances, 
and (reat ones, when we apply Words of out 
Nature, to the Infinite and Eternal Being. 
We muſt not argue Strictiy and Philoſophi. 
cally from them, more than from God's being 
ſaid to Repent, to be Angry, &c. They ate 
Words ad Captum, in Condeſcenſion to 5 
weak Capacities, and without which, 
cou'd not underſtand. 8Þ 

But this, I ſay, That there are nearer NR 
ſemblance afforded to us of this Ineffable 
Myftery of the Holy Trinity, than there is 
betwint one of our outward Senſes and ano- 
ther; than there is to a b/ind Man, of Colour x, 


or of the Motions of Light, or Sight: And a 


Contradiction in the one, will not infer a 


Cantradlicton in the othet; tho it is impoſſi. 
ble to be folv'd; as in the Inſtance — 
given of a Man born bind, till We come te 


Know both Natures Diſtinctiy. And 
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I 14 *. N * 1 + ww 4 > FF + 4 #1 _ 1 16 1 * 
. % 


64 Aon aud Eiſſe METHOD 

And if we had not the Experience of thc 
Different Faculties of our Mind, the Contra- 
diction would appear Ir- reconcilcabiè to all 
our Philoſophy, how Three cou'd be One, cach 
Viſtinct from the other, yet but one Soul: 
One Proceeding: from, or being Begot by 
the Other; and yet all Co eval, and none Be- 
fore or After the other: -And as to the dif 
ference berwixt Faculties and Perſons, Sub. 
ſtance and Subſiſtence, it is a puz2/zng Piece of 


Philoſophy: And tho' we give not a Diſtinct 


Subſitence; to a Faculty it has an Exiſtence, 


and one Faculty can no more be Another, 
than ona a Ber ſis can be Another: So that 
the Caſe ſeems to be alike in Both, as to 


what concerns our preſent Difficulty of Three 
and One; beſides what before is vet That 
by the Word: Perſon; when apply d to Go 
(for want of a Proper Word, whereby to 


expreſs it) we muſt mean ſomething'infinitely 
different from Perſonality among Mew: "And 
therefore from à Contradit#on in the one 


(luppoſe it granted) we cannot charge a Con- 


tradiction in the other, unleſs we underſtand 
it as well as the other 3 er how: elle can we 


draw the Parallel? 1 
What a Vain 755 is our  Philafaphy, 
when we won d Meaſure the Incomprehenſi- 


| ble Nature by it! When we find it Nonpluſs's 
in our on Nature, and that in many In- 
- fances: If I am All in one Room, is it not 2 
Centradiction that any Part of Me ſhou d be 
ia zanothet Room? Let it was a common 


. | Saying 


Sayi 
All 
Bod 
ſent, 
the 
Citi: 
1 
Ref 
trad 
Thi! 
that 
Yet 
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A 
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Saying among Philoſophers, that the Soul is 
All in All, and All in every Part of the 
Body : How is the ſame Individual Soul Pre- 
ſent, at one and the ſame Time, to Actuate 
the diſtant Members of the Body, without 


either Multiplication or Diviſion of the Soul? 


Is there any Thing in Body can bear any 
Reſemblance to this, without a manifeſt Con- 
tradiction? Nay, even as to Bodies, is any 
Thing more a Self Evident Principle, than 
that the Cauſe muſt be before the Ege#? 


Yet the Light and Heat of the Sun are 
as old as the Sun; and ſuppoſing the Sun 


to be Eternal, they wou'd be as Eternal. 


And as Light and Heat are of the Nature 


of the dun, and as the Three Faculties before- 
mentioned, arc of the Nature of the Soul, 
ſo that the Soul cou'd not be a Coul if it 


wanted any of them; ſo may we, from ſinall 


Things to Great, apprehend without any 
Contradiction, that the Three Perſons are of 
the very Nature and Eſſence of the Deity ; 
and ſo of the ſame Subſtance with it ; and 
tho one Proceeding from the other, (as the 
Faculties of the Soul do) yet that all Three 
are Con-ſubſtantial, Co-eternal, and of neceſ- 


ſary Exiſtence as God is ; for that theſe Three 
are God, and Cod is theſe Three. As Under- 
ſanding, Memory, and Will, are a Soul, and a 


Soul is U nderſtanding, Memory, and Will. 


I intend (God willing) to Treat of this 
Subſect more largely by itſelf; but I have 


ſaid thus much here, to clear the Way from 
that Objection of rejecting Revelation, (tho 
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we are Infallibly ſure of the Fact) becauſe of 
the. ſuppos d Contradiction to our Reaſon, in 
ce es it with our ai Things. 


V. of the Differ ences among Chriſtians. 


"But now, that from all the Proofs of the 
eaters of the Revelation we are come to 
fix in Chri/tzanity, our Labour is not yet at 
an End: For here you ſce Multiplicity of 
Sects and Diviſion, which our Bleſſed Sa- 
Viour foretold ſhould come, for the Proba- 
tion of the Ele; as ſome Canaanites were 
left in the Land to teach the Ifraelites the 


Uſe of War, leſt by too profound a Peace, 


they might grow Lazy and Stupid, and be- 
come an 0 Prey to their Enemies. So 
might Chriſtianity be loſt among us; if we had 
nothing to do, it wou'd Dwindle and De- 
Cay and Corrupt by Degrees, as Water ſtag- 
nates by ſtanding ſtill: But when we are put 
to Contend Earneſilhi, for the Faith, it 
Quickens our Zeal, keeps Us upon our Guard, 
Trims our Lamp, and F "urbiſhes the Sword 
of the Spirit, which might otherwiſe Ruft in 
its Scabbard. And it gives great Opportuni- 
ty to ſhew Us the Wonderful Providence 
and Protection of GOD over his Church, in 
Preſerving Her againſt a viſibly uncqual Force. 
Phd 5.2 And in this Conteſt, to ſome this 
by” Hi gh Privilege is Granted in the 

Behalf of Chrif „not only to believe on Him, 
Vat «ul to Safe is His Sake, ABS 8⁰ fe 
vil ma 8 
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of make up the Noble Army of Martyrs, and q 

Confeſſors, for ever Triumphant in Heaven. 
Others Conquer even here on Earth, that 
God's Wonderful Doings may be known to 
the Children of Men. . 

But as he who Builds a Tower, ought firſt 
to compute the Expence, and he who goes 
to War, to conſider his Strength; fo our 
Bleſſed Saviour has Inſtructed Us, That he 
who will be his Diſciple, mult reſolve before- 
hand to take up his Croſs daily, fo forſake 
Father and Mother, and Wife and Children, 
and Lands, and Life itſelf, when he cannot 
keep them with the Truth and Sincerity of 
the Goſpel. Therefore we muſt put on the 
whole Armour of God, that we may be able to 
ſtand in the evil Day, and having overcome 
all, to ſtand ; for we wreſtle not againſt Fleſh 
and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt 
Powers; againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs 
of this World, againſt wicked Spirits in high 
„ „ 5 . 
And what is it we Yreſtle for ? For the 5 
Great Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in 1 


the Fleſh, &c. | 
VI. The Doclrine of Satisfaction. il 
Here is the Foundation of the Chriſtian Re- if 
| lgion, That when Man bad Sinned, and was || 


tterly unable to make any Satisfaction for | 
his Sin, God ſent his own Son to take upon | 
Him our Flefb, and in the fame Nature that | 
Rote — O ended, 


— — — ——— — —— 
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Offended, to make full Satisfattion for the Sns 
of the whole World, by His Perfect Obedience, 
and the Sacrifice of Himſelf upon the Croſs. 

Some ſay, What need any Satisfaction? 
Might not God forgive without it? It wou'd 
ſhew greater Mercy, But theſe Men con- 
ſider not, that God is not only Juſt, but He 

is Tuſtice itlelf; Juſtice in the Abſtract; He 
is Eſſential Fuſtice. And Juſtice, by its Na- 
ture, muſt exact to the utmoſt Farthing, elſe 
it were not Juſtice: To Remit is Mercy, it is 
not uſizce: And the Attributes of God muſt 
not Fight and Oppoſe each other; they muſt all 
ſtand 2 nfinite and Compleat. You may ſay then, 
how can God Forgive at all ? How can Infinite 
Mercy and Juſtice ſtand together? 

This Queſtion cou'd never have been An- 
ſwer d, if God Himſclf had not ſhew'd it to 
Us in the wonderful OEconomy of our Re- 
demption ; For here is His Fuſtice ſatisfy'd to 
the leaſt Jr, by the perfect Obedience and 
Paſſion of Chriſt, (who is God) in the ſame Hu- 
man Nature that Offended, Here is Infinite 
Wiſdom expreſs'd in this Means found out for 
our Salvation; and Infinite Mercy in Affording 
it to us. Thus all His Attributes are Satisfy d, 
and Filld up to the Brim: They Contradict 
not, but Exalt each other. His Mercy Exalts 
and Magnifies His Juſtice: His Juſtice Exalts 


his Mercy, and both His Infinite Wiſdom. 
Here is a View of God, beyond what all 
the Oracles of Reaſon. cou'd ever have found 
hr; from His: Works of Creation, or Com- 
Py mon 
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mon Providence! Theſe ſhew His Works, 
bur this His Nature, it is Himſelf! The very 


Face of God! Before which the Angels veil 


their Faces, and Deſire to Look into this 
Abyſs of Goodneſs, and Power, and Wiſdom, 


which they will never be able to Fathom, 
but ſtill Feed upon, and Search farther and 


farther into it, with Adoration, to Eternity ! 
And they Warſhip our Manhood thus taken 
into God! And Rejoyce to be da, rs. 


Sirits to Us, while upon Earth. 


This you and 1 have talk'd over at Large; 
and this I gave you as the Sum and Subſtance, 


the Alpha and Omega of the Chriſtian Religi- 


on. And now I repeat it as the ſureſt Criterion 
to guide a Man, in the Diſficulty before Us, 
that is, in the Choice of a Church, in the midſt 
of all that Variety there is among Chriſtians. 
Whoeyer hold not this Doctrine, join not 
with them, nor bid them God e 


VIII. The Sci 


This will ſave you from the Socinians, or 


the Unitarians, as they now call themſelves 


in England, who expreſſiy deny this Doctrine: 
For they Deny the Doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, and the Divinity of Chriſt, upon 
which it is founded. 
no otherwiſe than a meer Man; and propoſe 
Him only as a Teacher and Good Example 
to Us, But then they are confounded with 
all their Pretence to Wit and Reaſon, to give 


4 8 any 


They conſider Chriſt 
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any Account for His Death, which was not 
neceſſary to Teaching, or being an Example: 


That, an Angel, or à Prophet might have 


been. Then they ſay, That he Died, to Con- 
firm the Truth of His Doctrine: But ſet this 


Doctrine of Satisfaction aſide, and He taught 
nothing New, except the Improvement of 


ſome Morals: Beſides, Dying does not Con- 
firm the Truth of any Doctrine; it only 
ſhews, That He who Dies for it, does him- 
ſelf Believe it. Some have Dy for Errors; 
and the Socinian Doctrine Aﬀords no Com- 
fort, no Aſfurance to Us. For if we conſider 
Chriſt only as a Teacher, or Example, we 


have not follow'd His Precepts, nor Exam- 


ple: Here is nothing but Matter of Condem- 
nation to Us. But if we look upon Him as 


our Surety, who has paid our Debt, as our 


Hacriſice, Atonement, and Propitiation for our 
Sins, and that we are Saved by His Blood, 
(which is the Language of the Holy Scriptures, 


of which the Socinians know no Meaning) 


this is a Rock and Infallible Aſſurance. | 


VIII. The Church of Rome. 
As the Socinians have totally Rejected this 
Doctrine, fo the Church of Rome has great- 
ly Vitiated and Depreſsd it, by their Doctrine 
of Merit, and their own Satisfaction, which 
they make Part of their Sacrament of Pen- 
nance. On this is Founded their Purgatory, 
wherein Souls who had not made full Sa7zsfac- 
* Non 


Sin, let them Live neyer ſo Wickedly. 
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tion upon Earth, muſt Compleat it there. They 
deny not the Satisfattion of Chriſt, but join 


their own with! it, as if it were not Sufucient. 


| IN. The Diſſenters . 
On the other Hand, our Diſſenters run to 
the contrary Extream: And becauſe our 


good Works muſt have no Share in the Hatis- 
Faction for Sin, which they cannot, as being 


Unworthy, and mix'd with our Infirmities, 


and our "Sim therefore they make them not 
Neceſſary, nor of any Effect towards our 
They ſay that Chriſt did not Die 


Salvation. 
for any but the Elect, in whom he fees no 
They 
Damn the far greateſt Part of the World, by 
irreverſible Decrees of Reprobation, and ſay, 


That their Good Forks arc hateful ro God, 
and that it is not Poſſibly in their Power to 

be Saved, let them Believe as they will, and 
Live never ſo Religiouſly, They take away 


Free. Mill in Man, and make him a perfect 
Machine, 
Sin, to Create Men on purpoſe to Damn 
them; and to Puniſh 
Doing what was, not in their Power to Do, 


and for doing what He had made Impoſſible 


for them not to Do. They make his Promiſes 
and Threatnings to be of no Effect, nay, to 


be a Sort of Burliſquing, and Inſu/ting thole 
Which is an 


whom Ile has made Miſerable; 
Hidcous en, 1 
E. 4 For 


They make God the Author of 


them Eternally for not 
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For a Solution in this Matter, both as to 
Nath: and Works, I refer you to the Homi- 
ties of Faith, and Salvation, and of Good 
Works, where you will find the True Chriſtian 
Doctrine ſet forth clearly and ſolidly. 
I will not anticipate what you Deſign for 
your Second Part, by entering into other 
Diſputes there are among Chriſtians ; only 
this will be. exceeding Neceſſary, to ſettle 
well the Notion of the Church of Chriſt, 
| 0 which all o pretend in various Manners. 


2 5 The true N otion of he Clamok, 


Firſt therefore, the Church muſt be con- | 
ſider'd not only as a Sef, that is, a Company 
of People Believin 15 ſuch and ſuch Tenets, 


like the ſeveral Secls of the Heathen. Philo- 


1 but as a Society under Government, 


with Governours appointed by Chriſt, in- 
veſted with ſuch Powers and Authority, to 
| Admit into, and Exclude out of the Society, 
and Govern the Aﬀairs of the Body. 

This Power was Delegated by "Chrif to 


His Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, to the End 


of vg World: Accordingly the Apoſtles did 


Ordain Biſhops in all the Churches which 


they Planted throughout the whole World, 


as the Supreme Governours, and Center of 
_ Unity, each in his own Church. Theſe were 
oblig d to keep Unity and Communion with one 


another; which is therefore call'd Catholic 
Communion. And all theſe Churches conſider'd 
together 
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to || together, is the Catholick Church : As the ſeve- 
11 Fa Nations of the Earth arc call d the World. 


10 XI. Of an ; Univerſal Biſhop. 


8 And Chriſt Appointed no Univerſal Biſhop 
_ over His Church, more than an Univerſal 
Monarch over the World. No ſuch Thing 
je | was known in the Primitive Church, till it 
%;, | vis ſer up firſt by John Biſhop of Conſtanti- 
'« naople, then by the Bifhop of Rome, in the 
. Seventh Century, And as the whole World 
is One Kingdom to God, as it is written, His 
Kingdom Ruleth over All, ſo the ſeveral 
n- | Churches of the World are One Church to 
y Chriſt. And the Church of Rome ſay ing that 
5, She is that One Church, or ſhew Us ano- 
9— ther, which can Diſpute it with Us, in Uni- 
„ verſal, Antiquity, &c. is the ſame as if 
- France (for Example) ſhould ſay, Who can 
0 compare with Me? Therefore 1 am the Unz- 
„ verſality, or Monarch, ſhew me another. 
| The Thing appears Nidiculous at the firſt | 
7 Propoſal; for it muſt be ſaid to Rome, or to (| 
q France, that if you were ten times greater || 
h 


than you arc, you are yet but a Part of the 

| Pole. And to fay, who elſe pretends to 
, it: Why none. And it wou'd be Nonſenſe 
f in any who did Pretend to it: One Part 
0 may be Bigger than another; but one Part 
e can never be the hole. And all Reſults in 1 
k | this, whether Chriſt did appoint an Univer- | 
1 ſal Biſhop over all the Churches in the World? 
r And. we are willing to leave the A to Ma = 


— — —— — — 
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if it can appear either from Scripture or An- 
#iquity. Beſides, the Reaſon of the Thing; 
for as Gregory the Great urg d againſt John 
of Conſtantinople, if there was an Univerſal 
Biſhop, the Univerſal Church muſt fall, if 
that one Univerſal Biſhop fell; and 73 all 
muſt come to center in One Poor, Fallible 
Mortal Man. 

This oblig'd the Pope to run into another 
monſtrous Extream, and ſet up for Infallibi. 
lity in his own Perſon, as the only Succeſſor 
of St. Peter, and Heir. of thoſc Promiſes 
made to Him, ſuper hanc Petram, &c. This 
was the Current Doctrinè of the Divines in Str 
the Church of Rome, in former Ages, as you 


may ſee in BELLARMINE, ade Rom. 


Pontif. . Where he carries this ſo . 
high, as to Aſſert, That if the Pope did 192 
1 Some the Practice of V7 ice, and Forbid put 
Virtue, the Church were Bound to Believe 2 
that Virtue was Vice, and that Vi ce Was i 


Virtue. And in his Preface, he calls this Abſo - wy 
Jute Supremacy of the Pope, the Summa rei 
Chriſtiane, the Sum and Foundation of the th, 
Chriſtian Religion. And that to Deny it, was not ht 
only a Simple Error, but a Pernicious Hereſie. 
This was Old Popery: But now it is gene- 
raly Decry'd by the Papiſts themſelves; yet * 
no Pope has been brought to Renounce it, they N 
will not Quit Claim. ; 
When they departed from the Infallibibty Pe 
of the Pope, they ſought to place it in their 
General Councils: But theſe arc not always ir 
in Being; ; and ſo their — muſt e 
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＋ | for ſeveral Ages together; which will not ö 
>; | conſiſt with their Argument, That God is ob- 
hy lig'd by His Goodneſs, to Afford always an 
al outward and living Fudge and Guide to His 
if Church. Beſides, that Inſtances | are found, 
all where thoſe Councils they call General, have 
2 contradicted one another. 

For which Reaſons, others of them place 
er the Infallibility in the Church Diffuſtve.: 
;- But this upon their Scheme is Indefinite, and 
or the Judge of Controverſy muſt be ſought 
es | among numberleſs Individuals, of whom no 
is ned is 1 Juage or Kenne 190 


i 


1511 
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But there is an Infallibility in the Church, 1 
d not Perſonal in any One or All of Chriſtians 
d put together; for Millions of Fallibles can 
never make an Infallible. But the Infallibi- 


n a eee 
© —— 


5 lity conſiſts in the Nature of the Evidence, 1 
„ which haying all the four Marks mention d E 
2 in The Short, Method with the Deiſts, can- 

2 not poſſibly be Falſe. As you and I believe 
t there is ſuch a Town, as Conſtantinople, that =» || 
„ || therewas ſuch a Man as Henry VIII. as much |} 
A as if we had ſeen them with our Eyes: Not 

1 from the Credit of any Hiſtorian or 7. ravel. 


; ler, all of whom arc Fallible ; but from the 
Nature of the Evidence, wherein it is Im: 

y Polſibis for Men to have Conſpir d and carry d | 

it on without Contradifion, if it were Falſe. 4 

a Thus, whatever Dackrine has been Taught Þ 

p in the Church, (according to the Rule of 

— ncentius i 
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Vincentius Lirinenſis) Semper, ubique, & ab 


omnibus, is the Chriſtian Doctrine; for in 


- this Caſe, ſuch Doctrine is a Fact, and hay. 
ing the foreſaid Marks, muſt be a true Fag, 


vis, That ſuch Doctrine Was fo 7. dane and 
Neceiu d. 


This was the Method whe in the Coun- 
| cal call'd at PITT againſt Arius, it was 


 ask'd by Alexander the Arch. 
Biſbop who Preſided, Quis 
unquam talia audivit. 7 Who 
ever | heard of this Doctrine before? And it 


Socrat. Hip. J. i. 
. v. Gr. 


being Anſwer d by all the Biſhops there Aſ- 


ſembled in the Negative, it was concluded 
a Novel Doctrine, and contrary to what had 


been Univerſally Receiv'd in the Chriſtian 


Church. Thus every Doctrine may be reduc d 


to Fact; for it is purely Fact, whether ſuch 


Doctrine was Receiu d, or not? 


And a Council Aſſembled upon ſuch an Oc 
caſlon, ſtands as Evidence of the Fact, not as 


Judges of the Faith; which they cannot 40. 


ter by their Votes or Authority. _ 
A Council has Authority in Matters of 
Diſcipline in the Church ; but in Matters of 


Faith, what is called their Authority, is their 


3 Altteſtation to the Truth of Fact; which if 
it has the Marks before-mention'd, muſt be 
Infallillß True: Not from the Infallibility 


of Any or All of the Perſons, but from the 
N ature of the Evidence, as before is ſaid. 
And this is the ſureſt Rule, whereby to 


Julge of FINE, and to know what the 


— — — ˙ —— On 
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Catholick Church had Behiev'd and Taught, 
as Receivd from the Apoſtles, 


And they who refuſe to be 775 by this 


Rule, who ſay, we care not what was Be- 
hev'd by the Catholick Church, either in for- 


mer Ages, or now; we think our own In- 


terpretations or Criticiſms upon ſuch a Text, 
of as great Authority as theirs; theſe are 


juſtly to be Suſpected, nay, it is Evident, that 


they are Broaching ſome Novel Doctrines, 


which cannot ſtand this Teſt. Beſides the 
monſtrous Arrogance in ſueh a Pretence, 
theſe overthrow the Foundation of that ſure 


and Infallible Evidence upon which Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelt does ſtand; and reduce All to a 
Blind Embuſiaſm. FR 5 


XIII. Of Epiſcopacy. 


But further, Sir, in your Search after 4 


Church, you muſt not only conſider the 


Doctrine but the Gavernment ; that is, as I 


faid before, you muſt conſider the Church, 
not only as a Sec, but as a Society: For tho* 
every Society founded upon the Belief of ſuch 
Tenets, may be call'd a Sed, yet every Sec? 
is not a Society. Now a Society cannot be 


without Government, for it is that which 


makes a Society: And a Government cannot 


be without Governors. The Apoſtles were 
Inſtituted by Chriſt, the firſt Governors of 
his Church; and with them and their Sugceſ- 
ſors He has Promis'd to be, to the End of the 
SPENT boo 9% 4 9 -oiag 


— — — 
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World. The Apoſtles did Ordain Biſhops, as 


* 


Governors, in all the Churches which they 


Planted throughout the whole World; and 


theſe Biſpops were eſteem'd the Succeſſors of 


the Apoſtles, each in his own Church, from 


the Beginning to this Day. This was the 
Current Notion and Language of Antiquity, 
Omnes Apoſtolorum Succeſſores ſunt. That all 


Biſhops were the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. 


As St. Jerom ſpeaks, Epiſt. ad Evagr. And 
St. Ignatius, who was Conſtituted by the 
Apoſtles Biſhop of Antioch, ſalutes the Church of 


the Trallians, Ey c mAnwhngr & Anon 


Ne In the Plenitude of the Apoſtoli- 
cal Character. Thus it continu'd from the 
Days of the Apoſtles, to thoſe of ohn Calvin. 
in all the which Time there was not any one 
Church in the whole Chri/tian World, that 


was not Epiſcopal. But now it is ſaid by our 


Diſſenters, That there is no need of Surae/- 


fron from the Apoſtles or thoſe Biſhops Inſti- 
tuted by them: That they can make Gover- 


nors over themſelves whom they liſt: * And 
what ſignifies the Government of the Church, 
ſo the Dactrine be Pure.? But this totally Dil- 
ſolves the Church as a Society; the Couern- 
ment of which conſiſts in the Right and Title 

of the Gavernor. And as the A. 


. 
* 


le falle ys, No Man 7a erh this 
Hlonour to himſelf, but he that is called of Cod, 


as was Aaron. And the Diſpute betwixt him 
and Korab was not as to,any Polnt either of 
Doctrine or Worſhip, but meerly upon ey 
W Rs 
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of Church Government. And St. Jude, ver, 
11. brings down the ſame Caſe to that of 
the Chriſtian Church. And Reaſon Carries 
it as to all Societies. They who will not 
Obey the Lawful Governor, but ſet up an- 
other in Oppoſition to him, are no longer of 
the Society, but Enemies to it, and Juſtly 
Ng all the Rights and Privileges of it. 

Now Conſidering that all the Promiſes in 
the Goſpel, are Made to the Church, what a 
Dreadful Thing muſt it be, to be Excluded 
from ail thele14 to 

Beſides, the Church is call'd the Pillar and 
Ground of the Truth, as being a Society In- 
ſtituted by Chri/?, for the Support and Pre- 


ſervation of the Faith. This no Particular 
Church can Attribute to it ſelf, otherwiſe 
than as being a Part of the hole And 


therefore, as St. Cyprian ſays, Chriſt made 
the College of 2 numerous, that if one 
proud Heretical, or ſought to Devour the 
Floct, the Reſt might Interpoſe for the Sa- 
Ving of it. This is equally againſt letting the 
we Depend upon one Univerſal Biſhop 3 


and againſt throwing off the whole Epiſcopate, 


that is, all the Biſbops in the World; which 
wou'd be a total Diſſolution of the Church 


of our own Head, without any Authority or 


any Foundation. And it is a Suppoſing that 
rp is more n to Stand by a 
122 Church 


as a Society, by leaving no Governors in it; 
or, which is the ſame, Setting up rege 


Succeſſion from the Apoſtles; which is ren- 
dring the whole Precarious, and without 
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Church ſet up in Direct Oppoſition to His 
Inſtitution, than by that Church which Chriſi 
Himſelf has founded, and Promis'd to be with 
it to the End of the World. And tho He 
has permitted Errors and Hereſies to over- 
ſpread ſeveral Parts of it, at feveral Times, 
for the Probation of the Elect, like the Warn- 
ing of the Moon, yet has He not left Him. 
felf without Witneſs, and has Reſtor'd Light 
to Her, purſuant to His Promiſe, that the 
Gates of Hell ſhauld not prevail againſt Her : 
And this by the Means of his Servants and 
Subſtitutes, the Biſhops of his Church, whom 


He has not deſerted. All of whom, through 


the whole World always did, and till do 
Maintain and own the Apoſtolict Creed. And 
wherein ſome, as the Arians, have perverted 
the Senſe of ſome Articles, that laſted but a 
Tort Time; and the Truth has been more 
confirm'd by it, in the unanimous Conſens 
and Teſtimony of the whole Epiſcopal College, 
to the Primitive Doctrine which they had 
Receiv'd from the Beginning. God Heal d 
theſe Hereſies in His own Way, by the 
Biſhops and Governours of His Church, whom 
he had Appointed, and without any . 
clion upon His own Inſtitution.” 

And it is obſervable, That theſe Hereſies 


began by Infraction, which Men made upon 


His Inſtitution of Biſbops, as Arius, an Am- 


-bitious Presbyter, firſt roſe up againſt his 


Biſbop, before. he was given up to that vile 
Hlereſie, which he vented afterwards by De- 
Bar to Gain a Party after him, thereby to 
B * d Aa- 


- — 
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againſt his Biſbop : And, by a Juſt judgment, 
he Fell from one Error to another, till he at 
laſt Compleated that Deteſtable Here e which 
bears his Name. 
And in all the Annals of the 8 
whether under the Law or the Goſpel, there 


is not one Inſtance of a Schiſm againſt the 
Prieſthood, which God. had Appointed; but 


great Errors in Doctrine and Worſhip did fol. 
low it. Thus the Prieſthood, which Micah 
ſet up of his own Head, and that which Je- 


roboam (ct up in Oppoſition to that of Aaron, 


both ended in Idolatry. Thus the Novations 


and Donatiſts, who made Schiſms againſt 


their , Biſhops, fell into grievous Errors, tho 


they did not renounce the Faith. 


And into what groſs Errors, both as to 


Dotrine and Worſhip, has the Church of Rome 
fallen, ſince her Bzſbop ſet up for Univerſa- 
lity, and thereby Commenc'd that Grand 


Schiſm againſt all the Biſhops of the Earth, 


whom he ſought to Depreſs aner him; but 
while he would Thruſt other Churches en 
him, he Thruſt himſelf from the Catholict i 
Church. | 

What Hydra Hereſies, and Monſtrous Setfs 
( 'y or ſiæty at one Time, of which we have 


the Names) flow d like a Torrent into Eng- 


land, in the Times of Forty- One, after bi- mg 


ſeopacy was thrown down! 


So evident is that Saying, That the Church 
is the Ta * Ground "of * , that 
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Maintain the Oppoſition which he had made 
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we can hardly find En ch has come 
* the . br po ak oy Fe made 
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per ich tus in bo be fal, "Tha? It has 

| all the Four. Marks before- mentioft to al. 
certain any Fal, in the concurrent Teftimo 

i ny of all Churches, "at all Timer; And there: 
tore muſt Wfallibh ly be the Government Which 


the Apoſtles left upon the Earth. To which 
we mult adhere, till A e t hority than 

9. Tbeirs i171 en 7 
Is doubt not bat all this will determine you 
228 to the Church of England. And Ki p Von 


Mp "firm to J Epi opary; "as a Matter no nat 


g e n e 2 . Ne 7 * 
rent. e 


1 1 Pray 4 7 8 ; 
4 C Work in Jon, 5 
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"He who barb begun 
Y perfett it untilthe 
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